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ruHLiSHiiR's xorr: 


Wk hiivc iniK h plcjjsun* in placing In Ion* tin* public ihc ('ciilc ri' 
ary Album ciilitlcd the Sri Riimakrishna Coilcuary SDUVcuir 
\vlii('li was j)r()j)()si(l t(» hv bn>UL;ht lUil on tin* ociasioii of the 
Birth C'enUaiary of Sri Ramakrishna as a liltin^^ permaiuiit 
tribute to his hallowed memory. It is a |^ra|)hie repres(*iitation 
of tlu* manifold phasi-s of the Mast<*r's life, as also of the 
s])arklinf^ \ari(‘ty of eouerete forms in whii h his creative ideas 
ha\’e found their expression. The two hundred and ninety six 
|)i('tiires com|)rised in this Album not oidy present Sri Kama- 
krishna, tlu* Holy Motlua*, thi* devotees and dist iples of the 
Master, ami the |)ersons and jdaces intimately associated with 
him. but also the ])romiiu‘nt ciaitres of the* Uamakrishna 
Math and Mission in India and abroad. Kvery one ol 
th(‘ fourteen sc-c tions into which the colk*ction is divided, has 
l>ee!i prefata'd by a brief introduction bi‘arin^^ on tlu* ilhi>tra- 
tions coutaiiied in it. and short d(‘scri])tivi‘ uohs on the picturi‘S 
have been added at the be^iimiut^ to */\\'v a rapid chronok)r;ii al 
review of the Mast(‘r’s i‘Ventfiil lifi‘, ?is abo of tlu* subse(|ueul 
developments that have ('onu* in its wakf. 

No pains have b(*en spared h» mak(* the Album an artistic 
production, and iiotwithstandin;^ its larj'i* size and attiaitive 
f^i t ii|), it has been very modcraU ly priced. \Vt* contidi ntly 
hope that the Souvenir will he wi'lcomed bv all lovors ol art as 
well as 1)\’ the de\()tees and admirers ot the Master, anrl kindle 
in their minds a ^tniiine desiic to know more ol his /.^knions 
life ami teac hings. 


Bii.rK Math, 
March, 
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SRI RAMAKRISHNA 


( h'ttHlIsjtlrrr j 


Sii Kiimakrshna, or Gadadhar C'haltopadliyaya, 
li'-k hu was called in early life, was born at a 
village called Kainai piikiir on llie i8lh lu'hniary, 
about 5-15 a.rri. His father Kshiidiram 
was a poor but cultured Tirahinin of great moral 
courage and independence, and his mother 
riiaiidiamani an embodiment of simplicity and 
comp'assion. (bidadhar lo.st his fatlier wlien Ik* 
was ag(;d seven, and was brought U|) by his 
eldest brother Ramkumar. lie early developed 
a repugnance to education and had barely a 
knowledge of the three K’s. Although a sportive 
lad, he occasionally manifested signs of unusual 
absorption. In 1832 he came to C'alcutta to 
assist Ramkumar in his work, and tliiee years 
later he was appointed priest of the Kali Temple 
at Dakshineswar. Since then he began to feel an 
intense yearning for God realization, under the 
stress of^ which he remain(‘d for twehe years 
almost dc?ad to the outside wor Through the 
helji of his gurus, one of whom was a sitnui/asini, 
(lUfii), he su('(;eeded in realizing one by one the 
truths embedded in the vaiious religious books 
of the Hindus such as the Tantras, the Riiranas 
and the Vedanta, as also in the Koran and the 
Bible. It was in t 85() that Sri Ramakrishna 
married Saradamani Devi of Jayrambati. At the 
end of iJie stormy period of his sadhami, he 
twin* went on pilgrimage and visited many sacred 
places in Northern India. During his slay at 
Dakshineswar his saintly lib* Ixrame a juTeiinial 
r.ouii'e of inspiration to innumerable devotees and 
admirei’s, men and women, along lines |)eculiaiiy 
suited to them. It was in this holy and serene 
atmosphere that most of tlu* young disciples 
headed by Narendranath g.ithered at the f(*et of 
the Master and were ins|)ired tc^ lead a life* of 
renunciation. When during his last illness Sri 
Ramakrishna was removed for treatmc’ut to 
Shyarnpukur in 1885 and later to the Cossipore 


garden in 1886, his disciples devoterl themselves 
entirely to his service and became knit into a 
spiritual fraternity under his inspiring guidance. 
In spite* of their best efforts to bring him round, 
Sri Ramakrishna passed into nitihfistUHinUii on 
the ibth August, 1886, at 1-2 a . m . His body was 
cremated with due ceremonies at the burning 
(diat at Barnagore. The j-acred relics of tin* 
Master were preservi*d lor worship at the Bai - 
nagore monastery, and have siibseepienlly been 
transferred to the monaster>' at Bi‘lur. 

Sri Ramakrishna was a veritable ci*nlluence of 
the diverse streams of human thought. There 
was no r(‘ligion that he did not practise, and no 
truth that he did not realize. Indeed, his realiza- 
tion of the fundamental unity of all faiths as a 
re-ailt of his triumphant march from tin* stage of 
dualism to that of absolute im)nism was a glorious 
vindication of his immortal message: “ As many 
faiths, so many paths.” That is why he could 
view with love and sympathy all forms (»f wor- 
ship, and satisfy the throbbing aspirations of all 
souls for gc*nuini* j)eace and bliss, without doing 
any violence to their ('on cience. As such, his 
life stands before humanity as a Baiiiament of 
Rehgions. It is a beacoiilight guiding the stray 
ing pilgrims of all faiths through appr(»priate 
trails to the same goal of ultimate blessedness. 
His loft}’ spirit of renunciation and spotless 
purity of chaiacter. his mad struggle for Truth 
and intimate* contact with Rea’ity in all its phases, 
aiul, ab(»vi? all, his life of complete self-dedication 
at the altar of humanity constitute a brilliant 
chapter in tin* history of religious achievement. 
It is a foregone conclusion that his universal 
message of the harmony of faiths, which has 
already secured a firm focjthold in the thought- 
world of the prest*nt day, will, if sincert*ly 
followed, succeed in ushering an era of abiding 
peace and goodwill among mankind. 



KAMARiaiKUR 
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3. Intkoditction 

5. Ramakkisiina’s Parental Home 

It consists of .T few (jiiainl thatched lints bespeak- 
the naive simplicity of riiial life, in the 
midst of which Sri Ramakrishna was born and 
brou|i*ht up. 

6. Approach H) Kamarpi'kur 

Tfiis ^ives a lovely picliire of lh(^ north-western 
outskirts of the villa|;j[e, showing the pathway 
leadiuf' to the house of Kshudiram C'hatto- 
padhyaya, father of Sri Ramakrishna. 

7. RAimrvFR’s Shrine (/c//) and Ramakrisiina's 

ROOM (n'f////) 

Ra^huvir is the tutelary deity <d the family of 
Sii Ramakri.shna. TIu? round stone (‘inbl(‘m of 
Ra/^huvir (Rama), which is even now dail}^ 
worshipped there, was disco\'er(‘d by Kshudiram 
in a paddy held in acccjrdance with the directions 
received in a dream. 

Sii Ramakrishna used to live in lh(‘ room .shown 
in tlu* pictuie, in his boyhood as also during his 
visits to Kamarpukur from Dakshineswar. , 

Ramakrishna’s IMace oe Nativity 
The ])iclu!e .shows the site of the little shed con- 
taining a husking machine and an oven for boil- 
ing jiaddy, where Sri Ramakrishna was born on 
the I Nth of February, t8j6. 

Ima(;ks in Ra(;hi’vir’s Shrine 

The image and emblems in tin; shrine are Sitala 
(/c//), Raghuvir Sila (rrnhr), (iojial (ritjhl) and 
Raine.swar Sila (In hur (InfHil), 

8. SlTANATH PyNE's If OUSE 

Here Sri Ramakrishna (then boy (iadadhar) was 
plunged into an ecstatic trance, while dressed in 
the garb of Lord Siva in the course of a jutru 
|)erformance on a Sivarairi night. 

Siva Temple 

Tn this temple of the Yugis to the north of 
Kshudirarn’s house Mother Chandramani Devi, 
before she conceivi^d Gadadhar, had had the 
strange t^xperieiice of a flood of celc^stial light 
issuing from the image of Lord Siva and entering 
into her. 


I^A(;e 

Dhani’s House 

Dhani, a Sudra woman, was the muse and god- 
mother of Gadadhar. To keep his word, (lada- 
flhar accepted, in the ti^eth of rigid family 
tradition, the first offering of cooked food from 
her hands, immediately after being inve.sted with 
the holy thread. 

Ghinu or Srinivas Sankhari's House 
A maker of shell-bracelets, this sincere devotee 
was instinctively aware* of tliC divinity of 
(iadadhar and secnrtly worshipped him with 
flowers and sweets as the incarnation of T.ord 
Vishnu. 

KliST-HOlfSE AND SCHOOI. OE THE LAHAS 

TIk; rest-house was built by the Laha lamily lor 
the accommodation of the pilgrims, wandering 
monks and other wayfarers, (iadadhar very 
often enjoyed the company of the Sadhus and 
delighted in list(‘nirig to tin* stories of saints and 
holy j>laces recounted by th(*m. Ihe village 
school where (iadadhar learnt his thri*e R's had 
its sitting in the spacious bungalow belonging to 
the Lahas. 

9. Cremation Gkol’nd 

When Sri Ramakrishna was taken to Kamar- 
pukiir after his first divine madness at Dakshi- 
neswar, he used to go to this cremation ground 
situated at the iKuth western corner of the 
village, and spend whole days and a great part 
of every night there in prayer and meditation. 

Phutik Khal 

It is a narrow canal dividing the mango orchard 
of Manik Raja and the cr(‘mation ground, and 
losing itself in the neighbouring stream Arnodar. 

10. Manik Raja’s Man(;o Orchard 

This large orchard in the open fields at the north- 
western corner of Kamarj)ukur was dedicated to 
public use by Manik ('handra Hanerjee, 
zemindar of a neighbouring village. It was 
cho.sen by (jadadhar for the performance (d 
Krushna-lila and other dramas with the playmate.s 
of his boyhood. 

Haldar Pukur 

A big tank in the village, where Kshudiram and 
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Uis family uV:cul to batliu— often rifi rred to by 
Sri Kamakrishna in his conversations. 

11. Ramakrisiina’s Handwritinc; 

Facsimile of a page of The Tale nj Suhalnt, a 
long poem copied in its entirely by Sri Rama- 
krishna. The copy is preserved at the P.elur 
Math. 

Ramakrishna's AuTOORAI'H 
Facsimile of his signatiin;, in Hengali. 


Fa(j.: 

12 . Friday’s Hocsk 

Ifriday was the iiej^riew of Sri Ramakrishna and 
his clo.se companion and dc*voled alteiidant for 
twenty-live years including the stormy da\'s of 
his smilntiia. It was in this house at Sihore that 
Hriday had a vision of Sri Ramakrishna on the 
occasion of his Durga Puja in 1868. 

T,AUUNI)II at Vl.SHNi:pi-R 

\Vhil(‘ bathing in this tank, Sri Ramakrishna had 
a vision of tlu* goddess Mrinmayi, the family 
deity of the Hindu Rajas of Vishnupur. 


JAYRAMBATI AND THE HOLY MOTHER 


15. Introditiion 
15. n(JI.Y Mol HER 

Saradamani Devi, afleiwards known as the Holy 
Mother, was born on the 22nd December, 1853, 
at Jayrainbati, three miles off Kamarpukur. 
She was the daught(‘r of Ranichandra Mukho- 
padhya\'a, an orthodox Prahmin, and Sliyama 
De\’i, who were exceedingly kind-hearted. She 
was given in marriage to Sri Ramakrishna at the 
age of Ijve. Rrought up in the sirnplk'ity of rural ^ 
life, Saradamani grew to be a perfect specimen ()f 
purity and modesty, unworlilliness and steadfast 
devotion. Her life of intense stttlluDni at the 

ft 

feet of the Master at Dakshineswar and her 
supreme spiritual realization, coupUid with her 
sil(‘nt and devoted services to him during the 
critical period of his illness at Sh\ampukur and 
the ('ossipore garden, bespeak the dignity and 
inner beauty of her saintly character. She was, 
in tact, the ideal wife as well as nun. 

“ Her life was one long stillness of j)rayer.” 
With her infinite patience and overflowing 
motherly love, the Holy Mother was an 
unfailing s(.)urce of sol.ace to all troubled 
souls that sought nduge with her. None ever 
turned back disappointed from her doors. Men 
and women who approached her in season and 
out of season to be relieved of the extreme tension 
of their afflicted souls, becaine the recipients of 
her eternal blessings and love along with heaitc*n- 
ing words of wisdom and untiring service. Her 


life was a maiAtrllous synlliesis oi knowleclge and 
devotion, iftnja and work. No wonder that Sri 
Ramakrishna, at the conclusion of his spiritual 
practices, worshipped lu*r as the personification 
of the Divine MothcT. After l)c‘stowing the* grace 
of initiation on hundreds of ptMsons without 
regard to their rmrits or her own j)ersonal dis- 
comforts, this archetype of Indian womanhood 
passi'd away on the 21st July, i()2(), in her 
C'alcutta residence. 

ly. Mairi-mandir at Holy Mother’s clack cjf 
Nativity 

This temple di'dicated to the Holy Mother in 
1923, stands on the site- where she was born. 

18. ViKW OF Jayramrati from a disianck 
A charming ])anorania of a rural scene. 

Holy MerniER's Park.nial Home 
The Holy Mother is .standing at tlu* door (indi- 
cated by a cross- mark). 

ic). Holy Mother’s room in her Parental Ho.me 
Holy Mother’s Later Residence 

In the first one she passed her days till D)I3, 
when she removed to the second one, which was 
built for her. Doth are full of sweet renr'nis- 
CTTices of her unbounded love and grace to her 
spiritual children. 

20. SiNHAVAHiNi Temple 

This is the famous temple of the goddess Sinha- 
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vahiiii, tlif prosiding doily of Jayrainbati. I'ho Hanrujye Pukuk 

Jloly Motlurr was cnod of sorioiis illnossos The biggest lank in the village, where the Holy 

through her grace. Mother usually bathed. 

IN CALCUTTA AND DAKSHINESWAR 


21 . iN'IKODirCTION 

2j. Ski Kamakkisiina 

Picture taken by Siiroiidranath Mitra at Radha- 
bazar on the ()th I)eaM 7 iber, i88t. 

25. Site of Ramki mak’s Toe at JiiAMAFin<Ln< 

This Sanskrit ScIkkjI was started in 1850 by 
Rarnkumar, the eldest brother of Sri Raiiia- 
kiishna. who brought him to C'alcutta in 1853 
for study as well as for helping him in his duties. 
The site (61, Pechu Chatterjee Stn^et) is at 
present occupied by the ternph? of Shyarnsundar. 

Site ok Ramakkisiina’s Residence 

Cl()S(! to the Tol (at present j)iemises no. of 
the same street). 

Kam Tk.mpi.e at Tiianthania 

Oft(‘n visited by Sri Rarnakrisiina while at 

Jhamapukur 

Raja Dkiamhak Mitka’s Hodse at Jiiamapdkdr 
Sri Ramakri.shna officiated as a |)riest in. this 
liou.'ie during his .stay at Jhamapukur. 

26. A VIEW OF Daksminkswak Temple-c.akden from 

THE (iANOES 

A magnificent snapshot of the most im]K>rtaiit 
scene connected with Sri Ramakrishna's life. 

27. DaKSIIINESWAR TEMFEE-tiAKDEN GaTE 

Thi! main entrance on tin.* ea.stern side, through 
which Sri Raniakrishna passed lime and again on 
his visits to the metropolis. 

Kuthi 

A larg(^ two-stonyed building geneially used by 
the members of Rani Rasrnani’s family during 
their sltTy at Dakshineswar. Sri Raniakrishna 
also lived many years in this house. 

28. View of Hiiavatarini and Radhakanta Tempers 
and Natmandir 

Tluise im|iosing structures occupy the eastern .side 
of the .spacious rectangular courtyard. In both 
these temples Sri Raniakrishna acted as priest. 


29. Hiiavatarini 

The image of the Divine Mother Kali, chiselled 
out of a single piece of basalt, stands facing the 
.south on the breast of Siva, who lies prostrate 
on a beautiful thous<Tnd'petalled silver lotus. 
To Sri Raniakrishna she became a living Presence, 
with whom he behaved e.xactly as a child does 
with its mother. 

30. Radhakanta Temper 

The .sanctum is just across the hall, which serves 
as its anlc^-room. Sri Raniakrishna acted as 
priest of this temple for some time. 

Radhakanta 

Another name for Sri Krishna, who is worshipped 
along with his con.sort Radha. 

31. View of the CorKi YKAi) 

A fine picture of the tiled >'ai(l. 

32. Siva Tempers , 

A row of twelve Siva Temples on the westi*iii side 
of the courtyard .separated by an (»p'.*n portico in 
the middle, from which descends a large lliglit of 
steps into the Ganges. 

Nahabai 

This little concert-KJom was tin; dwidling place 
of Chandrarnani Devi and tht^ Holy Mother 
during their .stay at Dak.shine.swar. This was the 
sccriHf of tin: Holy Mother's intense spiritual 
practices under the guidance of the Master, and 
tlu^ resort of the; women devotees. 

33. Ramakrishna’s Room 

In this room Sri Ramakrishna s])(‘nt the la.st 
portion of his life at Dakshineswar. It was here 
that thousands of devotees belonging to various 
pei-suasions sat at his feet to slake their spiritual 
thirst. The room is surcharged with undying 
vibrations of his devotional ec.stasies, frequent 
trances and soul-enthralling discourses on God. 
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INSIDE OF Ramakrishna’s Room 

Both the bedsteads preserved in this room were 
iiscid by Sri Ramakrishna. 

34. PANCHA\"ATI 

The immorlal scene oi Sri Ramakrishna’s spiritual 
practices. It is a cluster of live sacred trees, viz. 
(isinitlha, bael, tisnlcti and banyan, 

standing; to the north of the temples. This ^rove 
was planted by Sri Ramakrishna himself with 
the help of his nephew Hriday. 

Baki, Tree 

Under this tree Sri Rainakri.shna made a seat with 
five skulls underneath, as presciibed by the 
Tantias. Here he realized the truth of all foniis 
of Tantia xadluniti under the direction of his 
spiritual ^>:uide, Bhairavi lirahmani. 

35. Sadiian Kutir 

It stands by the side of the Panchavati. Hire 
Sri Ramakrishna was initialed into the monastic 
life by Swanii Totapuii, with whose help he 
])assed into wirrihulpit tnunadhi within three* days 
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and remained in thal^ hi^diest state of absorption 
for a considerable period. 

Ramlala 

The imaji'e of Child Rama left to the care of Sri 
Ramakrishna b}^ Jatadhari, a lifelong devotee of 
Ramlala, when he found the subject of his love 
and adoration becomin{< more and morir attached 
to Sri Ramakrishna and unwillinfj to leave his 
side. 

36. Ram Rasmani’s HorsE at Janbazar 

This is the palatial building of Rani Rasmani, 
the founder of the Kali Temple at Dakshineswar. 
Sri Ramakrishna pas ed many a day in this house 
under the protecting; care of Mathur Babu and 
his wife. 

MATIlCKANAiH BiSWAS 

He was the son in law of Rani Rasmani and 
the virtual master of her lai>;e estate. He served 
Sri Ramakrishna for fourteen years with un- 
flinching; devotion and was the recipient of his 
unbounded f;race and love. 


ON pii.(;kima(;e 


3ba. Inirodi*'tion 

jOc. Vai dyana hi Tem im.k 

In the coiiive of his pilf'iinn^^e in northern 
India in 1808, Sri Ramakrishna, accompanied 
by Mathur, hailed for a few days at Deoghar to 
visit this famous Siva Temple. One day he 
was moved to tears at the si^ht of the famine- 
stricken people of a nei;;hbourin^ villa|;e and 
conijudled Mathur to feed them and each 

one a piece of cloth. 

VrswANATn Temple, Benares 

It IS the most important shrine of Benares, the 
crescent-shaped city of Siva on the (janf*es, 
which is the gr(‘atest centre of attraction to 
devotees of all denominations throughout India. 
When Sri Rainakri.shna during his northern 
pilgrimage tour of 1868 ai'proachcJ this city of 
temples by boat, he actually saw it as com- 
posed of gold. It seemed as if the precious 
thoughts of countless monks and devotees had 


accinnulateil there, making the place* an abode 
of the gods. The vision left an indelible iin- 
jnession on his mind. 

Manikarmka (diAi, Benares 

During his .stay at Benares Sri Ramakrishna had 
a wonderful vision at the sight of this ghat, 
where from lime immemorial dead bodii'S of the 
Hindus have? been cremated. He saw Lord Siva 
and the Divine Mother visit each funeral pyre 
and confer final emancipation on the dead person, 
jbd. Ramakrishna's Residence at Benares 

Sri Ramakrishna lived here during his stay at 
Benares. The liouse is situated close to the 
famous Kedarnath Temph . 

Ramakrishna's Residence at Brindaban 

While at Biindaban, the most sacred place, of 
pilgrimage for the V^aishnavas in northern India, 
Sri Ramakrishna lived in this hou.se near the 
Nidhuban and visited with characteristic joy and 
emotion the places a.ssociated with the life of 
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Sri Krishna, whose boyhood days were spent 
here. At the si^'ht of *l 3 anku Viliari he was over- 
whelmed with joy and ran to embrace him. The 
very sight of the Kaliya Daman Ghat, where 
Sri Krishna subdued the wicked serpent Kaliya, 
threw him into ecstasy, and one evening he had 
the vision of Sri Krishna wading the Jumna 
with his cowherd chums. Here Sri Rama- 
krishna met Gangamata, a saintly Vaishnava 


Pa('.e 

lady, who realized him to be an incarnation of 
Sri Radha, the consort of Sri Krishna. 
Dhruva(;hat at Muttra 

During his visit to Muttra, Sri Ramakri.shna at 
the very sight of the Dhruvaghat had a vision 
of Vasudeva crossing the Jumna, with his just- 
born baby Krishna in his arms, to protect him 
from the murderous resolve of the tyrant Kamsa, 
the Herod of Indian tradition. 


PLACES VISITED 


37. Introduction 

39. Jaygopal Sen’s Garden-house at Belgharia 

It was on the 15th of March, 1875, that Sri 
Ramakrishna went to meet Keshab Chandra Sen 
in this garden-house (8, Barrackpore Trunk Road), 
a couple of miles from Dakshineswar. Keshab and 
his followers, who were then jireparing for a bath, 
seated on the steps of the ghat on the eastern side, 
remained glued to the spot for hours, spell-bound 
by his spiritual talks and trances. 

Lily Cottage 

In this house (78B, Upper Circular Road) of 
Keshab Chandra Sen Sri Ramakrishna oftem, 
visited him accompanied by his intimate disciples. 

40. Adi Brahmo Samaj 

In this prayer hall of the Adi Brahmo Samaj Sri 
Ramakrishna saw Keshab for the first time in 
1862. Keshab had recently joined this Samaj 
as a preacher under Devendranath Tagore. 

Nava Vidhan Brahmo Samaj 

Keshab Chandra Sen was the founder of this 
Church of New Dispensation. He was profound- 
ly influenced by the magnetic personality of Sri 
Ramakrishna and the univer.sality of his teach- 
ings. On many occasions the Master saw Keshab 
and his followers in the precincts of this Samaj 
and spent hours in song and ecstatic dance as 
well as in religious discourse. 

Sadharan Brahmo Samaj 

This home of the newest wing of the Brahmo 
Samaj was also frequently visited by Sri Rama- 
krishna. Swami Vivekananda was a member of 


this Samaj before his coming in touch with the 
Prophet of Dakshineswar. 

41. Ramakrishna in Keshab Chandra Sen's House 

The Master is here seen standing in an ecstatic 
trance surrounded by Brahmo devotees, with 
Hriday supporting him. 

42. The Famous Banyan Tree of Panihati 

It is under this big tree that an annual festival is 
held to commemorate the feast given to Nitya- 
nanda Prabhu by Raghunath Das, a distinguished 
disciple of Sri Gauranga. Whenever Sri Rama- 
krishna attended the festival, a rapturous 
excitement would sweep over the^ whole congre- 
gation on account of his songs, dances and 
ecstasies. 

43. Mani Sen's Parlour at Panihati 

On the occasion of the Master’s visit to Panihati, 
he and his devotees were warmly received in this 
house by Mani Sen, the zemindar of the place. 

Mani Sen's Radhakanta Temple 

This temple of Radhakanta adjoining the house 
of Mani Sen is one of the chief places of interest 
at Panihati. Sri Ramakrishna with his devotees 
often visited the deities in the temple. 

44. Raghav Pandit's House at Panihati 

Raghav Pandit was a devoted follower of Sri 
Gauranga. His house, .situated a mile off the 
scene of the Panihati festival, was vis’ted by Sri 
Ramakrishna, followed by a big aanhirtan party. 

Samadtii of Ra(;hav Pandit at Panihati 
Here lies the body of the great devotee. 



J3ESCRIPTIVE NOTES 


vii 


Page • 

45. QiAITANYA SaBHA AT COLOOTOLA 

Sri Ramakrishna, accompanied by Hriday, once 
went to this Sabha located at 26 D, Devendra 
Nath Mullick Lane, Calcutta, to hear the exposi- 
tion of the Bhatjarata, and in a mood of spiritual 
exalt iition suddenly stood on the scat reserved 
for Sri Chaitanya, lost in a trance. 

Das Gadadhar’s Place of Sadhana (Pathari) 
AT Ariadaha 

Sri Ramakrishna visited this old place, where 
Gadadhar, a staunch devotee of Sri Chaitanya, 
came at his command from Puri with Nityananda 
Prabhu, and preached the name of God while 
engaged in spiritual practices. 

Samadiii of Das Gadadhar at Ariadaha 
This is the place where the sacred remains of this 
devotee lie interred. 

C. M. S. Church 

Sri Ramakrishna went to this Church on Anrherst 
Street to see how the devotees of Jesus the Christ 
offered their prayers to him. 

46. House of Yogin Ma 

Premises No. 59R, Baghbazar Street 
Yogin Ma (Yogendra Mohini Bi.swa.s) was a lady 
disciple ^f Sri Ramakrishna. She came frequent- 
ly to Dakshineswar and later on became a 
constant companion of the Holy Mother. 

Site of Golap Ma's House 

Premises No. 6, Nabin Sircar Lane, Baghbazar 

Golap Ma was another lady devotee of Sri Rama- 
krishna and was the recipient of his unbounded 
grace. 

* 47. Balaram Basu’s house at Baghbazar 

Balaram Basil was a rich zemindar of Orissa. 
Since his first meeting with Sri. Ramakrishna at 
Dakshineswar in 1882, he became exceedingly 
devoted to him and supplied all his neces.saries 
up to the last. This is the scene where Sri Rama- 
krishna very often met his devotees and spent 
the time in devotional songs and inspiring 
spiritual discoui-ses. Balaram was the recipient 
of .special favours from the Master, who always 
stayed in this house (57, Ramkanta Bose Street) 
whenever he had to stop overnight in Calcutta. 
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Sambhu Mallick's Garden-house at Afamrazar 
Sambhu Mallik was only second to Mathur Babu 
in steadfast service of Sri Ramakrishna. His 
garden-house, Sambhu Villa,” 96, Hasty Road, 
Alambazar, was frequented by the Master dur- 
ing his stay at J^akshineswar. 

Adhar Sen’s House on Beniatoia Street 

He was a Deputy Magistrate and a great devotee 
of Sri Ramakrishna. His house was sanctified 
by the visit of Sri Ramakrishna on many 
occasions. It was in this house that the Master 
had an interesting talk with Bankim Chandra 
Chatterjee, the greatest Bengali writer of the time. 

48. Sinhavahini at Jadu Mallik’s House 

On his visit to the house of Jadunath Mallik on 
the 2ist July, 1883, Sri Ramakrishna fell into a 
trance at the sight of this beautiful goddess 
Sinhavahini. 

Jadu Mallik’s House at Pathuriaghata 

Sri Ramakrishna also visited this Calcutta 
mansion of his rich admirer. 

Suresh Mitra’s Garden-House at 
Kakurgachhi 

Suresh Mitra (whom the Master usually called 
Siirendra) belonged' to the inner circle of his 
devotees, and his garden-house at Kakurgachhi 
was visited by Sri Ramakrishna. He served the 
Master unstintedly and was the main stay of the 
Barnagore monastery from its very inception. 

Beni Pal’s Garden at Sinti 

This is the scene of many Brahmo festivals. Sri 
Ramakri.shna, upon invitation, attended the 
functions on several occasions and inspired the 
gathering with his soul-enthralling music and 
.spiritual discourses. 

Nandalal Basu’s House at Baghbazar 

Sri Ramakrishna vi:;ited this house on Baghbazar 
Street in North Calcutta to sec some pictures of 
Hindu deities that were there. 

49. Jadu Mallik’s Garden-house at 
Dakshineswar 

The Madonna and the Child 

Sri Ramakrishna, while looking at the picture 
of Baby Jesus in the arms of the Madonna in the 
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garden house of Jadu Mallik, saw the luminous 
figure of Christ appealing before him and enter- 
ing into him. 

ISWAK (JIANDKA VJDVASAGAK’s HoUSH AT 
Pai)Urba(;an 

Sri Raniakiishna, accompanied by M. and 
others, saw this great scholar and philanthropist 
here on the 5lh of August, 1882. had a long 
illuminating spiritual talk with him, and kept atl 
enthralled by his devotional songs. 

50. Mano.mohan Mitra’s House at Konnagar 
He was a great devotee of Sri Kamakrishiui. 

Manomohan Mitra’s House at Simla 
At 64, Simla Street, Calcutta. 

NaRKNURA’S (iRANDMOTHKR'S HoUSE AT SIMLA 
Sri Ramakrishna visited this house (9, Ramtanu 
Hose Lane) to see Narendranath who had his 
study here at the time. 

51. ISHAN MuKHEKJEK’s HoUSE AT MECHHUARAZAR 
Premises No. 19, Keshab Sen Street. 

Ishan was a pious orthodo.x devotee who visited 
the Maitcr frt;<piently and occasionally entertain- 
ed him at his house. He was loved by Sri 
Ramakrishna for his steadfastness in spiritual 
practice. 

Site of Mani Mallik's House at 
S lNDURIAPATI 

Mani Mallik was a Brahmo devotee and invited 
Sri Ramakiislina to attend the Brahmo festival 
held in his house at 82, Lower C'hitpur Road. 
It has since then been converted into a Jain 
temple. 

Rajendra Mitra's House on Bfciiu Chatterjee 
Street 

Premises no. 14/ r. 

He became Assistant Secretary to the (iovern- 
ment of Bengal. He visited the Master at 
Dakshineswar. 

Mahendra CoswAMrs House at Simla 
Close to the house of Manomohan. 
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52. Room of Aghormani Devi in Govinim Dutta's 
Temple-garden 

Here at Kamarhati Aghormani Devi, otherwise 
known as GopaPs mother, sptmt thirty yeans in 
devotional exercises and at last visualized the 
living form of Baby Krishna, her favourite deity, 
through the grace of Sri Ramakrishna. She 
realized him as identical with her (lopal and 
looked upon him as such. 

Temple in Govinda Dutta's Temple garden at 
Kamarhati 

This Radhakanta temple on the bank of the 
Ganges was built by Govinda Chandia Dutta of 
Pataldanga. 

Parlour in (Govinda Dutta's Temple garden 
AT Kamarhati 

Here Sri Ramakrishna rested during his visit. 
Aghormani 's room (above) forms part of the 
living quarters in this gardiTi. 

53. Mati Seai/s JiTiL at Belgharia 

Sri Ramakrishna visited this tank to see the 
swimming fishes which reminded him of tiie un- 
restricted sport of the jirnlniuH (soul) in the 
ocean of Brahman. He fed the fishes. 

Girish Chandra Ghose's House at Bagheazar 

This great actor-dramatist and father of tlie 
Bengali stage had unparalleled faith in Sri Rama- 
krishna, which made him surrender himself 
completely at the feet of tiie Master. Sri Rama- 
krishna visited this house very often and by his 
ovci whelming love gradually transformed the 
confirmed Bohemian into a veritable saint. 

54. Ramchandra's Garden House at Kakurgachih 

It is situated on the eastern outskirts of the city 
of Calcutta. Ramchandra chose th's secluded 
site as a fit place for his sadhana, 

Ramakrishna Temple at Kakurgachih 
Yogodyan 

A poition of the sacred ashes of Sri Ramakiishna 
is preserved in this temple. 
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55. Introduction 

57. Keshab Chandra Sen (Sec p. vi). 

Pratap Chandra Majumdar 

He was one of the leading? members of the 
Brahmo Samaj, and has left' behind him a 
glowing pen-picture of his impressions about the 
personality and spiritual experiences of Sri 
Rarnakrishna. 

Vi JAY Krishna Goswami 

Pundit Vijay Krishna Goswami was descended 
from the famous Advaila Acharya of Sanlipur, 
one of the two foremost figures of Sri Chaitanya's 
group. He subsequently became the head of 
the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj and came in close 
contact with Sri Rarnakrishna. This association 
had the effect of intensifying his yearning for 
God and bringing about a marvellous trans- 
formation in his spiritual outlook. 

SlVANATH SaS'IRI 

After Vijay Krishna Goswami, the leadership of 
the Sadharan Brahmo Samaj fell upon Pundit 
Sivanath Sastri. It was in the year 1875, while 
engaged as the headmaster of a ('alcutta scliool, 
that he jirst saw Sri Rarnakrishna at Dak.shines- 
war, about whom he has left some interesting 
reminiscences in his Men I Ifnrr Srvn. 

58. Lswak Chandra Vidya.sa(;ar 

He was the Principal of the Sanskrit College, 
Calcutta, and was far-famed for his learning. 
He founded the Metropolitan Institution (now 
the Vidyasagar C'ollegi! and School), Calcutta, 
the earliest first-grade ('ollege in Bengal started 
by Indians. But what has made his name a 
household word in liengal was his compassion 
for suffering humanity, his boundle s charity 
and his spirit of independence. Sri Rarnakrishna 
felt %lniwn towards him for these qualities and 
paid a visit to him. (See p. vii*). 

Jaygopal Sen 

He had deep veneration for Sri Rarnakrishna. 
He first met the Ma.ster in his garden house at 
Bclgharia and gradually became a staunch 
devotee. He often invited the Master to his 
Calcutta house. 
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Jadunath Mallik 

He was a very rich man of Calcutta and had 
an affectionate regard for Sri Ramakrislma. 

Mahendi^a Lal Sarkar 

He was a distinguished physician, the pioneer 
of homcx'opathy in Bengal, and the founder of 
the Association for the (hdlivation of Science, 
Calcutta. Sri Rarnakrishna was placed under 
his treatment in 1885 after he liad been removed 
to Shyampukur. Since then the doctor b(?7ame 
a gr(‘al admirer of the Master and treated him 
with affectionate care till his nnihfisanunlhi at 
C^ossipore in 1886. Sri Ram ikrishna loved him 
much. In a trance he visualized the doctor as a 
mine of knowledge and piedicted that he would 
be blessed with devotion too. 

Sashibhusan Ghosh 

He was a doctor and held the position of Assistant 
('hcniical Examiner to Iht; Corporation of 
Calciitla. His jis^ociation with Sri Rarnakrishna 
enabled him in after years to write a biography 
of the Master in Be rgali. 

5 \ RAM1.AI. Chatterjhe 

• He was the nephew of Sii Ratnakiidina (the 
eldest son of his brother Rameswar). For years 
he serxed his uncle with steadfast devolic.n at 
Dakshineswar and elsewhere and nrci'iveil his 
grace. He became the priest of tlui Kali Temple 
after Sri Rarnakrishna and continued in that 
office till his death. 

Manomohan Mitra 

He was a cousin of Ramchandra Dutia and like 
him began as a rank materialist. But since his 
me.l'ng with Sri Rarnakrishna at Dakshineswar 
in 1879 his life iinrlerwt‘nt a complete tiansfoima- 
tion, and he bficanie an ardent dex^otee. 

Kalipada Ghosh 

He held an important position in an English 
firm at (Calcutta and prior to his meeting xvith Sri 
Rarnakrishna led a rather wild life. Through the 
Master’s grace he afterxvards became one of his 
most devoted disciples. He xvas of the “heroic” 
type of devotees. 
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(iiRisH Chandra Ghosh 

i. 

Thu greatest dramatist in the Bengali language, 
he was also a first rate actor and the father of 
the Bengali stage. He was a victim of the first 
impact of the materialistic culture of the Wt«t 
on Indian society, and led a reckless life before 
he came in contact with Sri Ramakrishna in 
1884. Soon he came to adore him as an incar- 
nation of the Lord. From that time he was a 
thoroughly changed man and had unlx)unded 
faith in Sri Ramakrishna. The Master used to 
extol his intelligence, and his unique devotion 
and self-surrender marked him out as one of the 
greatest of the householder devotees of Sri Rama- 
krishna. 

Kishori Mohan Roy 

He was one of the householder devotees of Sii 
Ramakrishna and used to frequent Dakshineswar 
from Ban Hooghly. He lived to a ripe old age, 
and kept himst^lf in touch with the monastic 
disciples of the Master. 

60. Bepin Behari Ghosh 

He was a cousin of Swami Premananda and a 
renowned physician of Calcutta. The tduch of 
love that he had received from Sri Ramakrishna 
bound him indissolubly to his monastic children 
till the end. 

Bhi/patinath (Bhai Bhupati) 

Originally a Brahmo, he became a great devotee 
of the Master ever since his meeting him. Sri 
Ramakrishna loved him for his deep faith in God 
and blessed him. In later life he was instru- 
mental in slimulating tlie religious feeling of many. 

Chunilal Bose 

A devotee of Baghbazar, Calcutta, who was 
much loved by the Master. 

Upendra Nath Mukherjee 

He was a devotee who had a small publication 
business. Cognizant of his desire to see his 
busine.ss thrive, Sri Ramakrishna bles.sed him, 
with the result that it afterwards developed a 
hundredfold. He was the proprietor of the 
naHuniafi, 

Navagoj’ai. Ghosh 

A devqtee who with his whole family became 
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greatly attached to Sri Ramakrishna an!!l often 
came to Dakshineswar. 

61. Hriday Mukherjee 

He was the nephew of Sri Ramakrishna. Since 
his coming to Dakshineswar he became one of the 
Master's staunchest and most trusted attendants, 
looking after him throughout the tempestuous 
period of his HadUana as well as after. 

Durga Charan Nag 

He is better known as Nag Mahasay. He 
belonged to Deobhog near Narainganj (Dacca). 
While practising as a physician in Calcutta, he 
came under the holy iiiiliience of Sri Rama- 
krishna, and by his life of absolute non-attach- 
ment, hiimiliiy, self-effacement and purity of 
character subsequently rose to be the foremost 
householder devotee of the Master. 

Ram Chandra Dutta 

He was a medical practitioner and a lecturer in 
the C'alcutta Medical College. At first an atheist 
holding materialistic views on life, he afterwards 
became one of the chief householder devote<?s 
of Sri Ramakrishna, whom he first met at 
Dakshineswar in 1879. 

Nityagopal (Swami Jnanananda Avadhuta) 

A devotee greatly loved by the Master for his 
spiritual attainments, as manifested in his intense 
absoiption in God. He aflqrwards became a 
and kindled the religious spirit in the 
hearts of a good many devotees, some of whom 
have renounced the world. 

Devendra Nath Majumdar 

He was the brother of the famous Bengali poet 
Surendranath Majumdar. Since his very first 
meeting with Sri Ramakrishna at Dakshineswar 
he became an ardent devotee of his and carried 
on his Had li an ft according to his directions. Later 
he was instrumental in leading many a thirsty 
soul to the blessed ideal of Sri Ramakrishna. 
and himself composed a large number of charm- 
ing devotional songs in his honour. 

62. Fambhu Charan Mullick (See p. vii). 

Purna Chandra Ghosh 

A householder devotee who met Sri Ramakrishna 
at Dakshineswar when he was a student of the 
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Yidyasagar S('hool, aged only thirteen. He was 
the last of half a dozen exceptionally gifted souls 
whom Sri Ramakrishna designated as Iswara- 
kotis. He cherished throughout a deep love 
and regard for the Master, unknown even to 
those who closely associated with him. 

SuRENDRA Nath Mitra 

At first a Bohemian, he became a changed man 
through the influence of Sri Ramakrishna's love. 
He held an important position in an English 
firm, and his purse was always open for the 
Master's comfort. The Master used to designate 
him as a divinely appointed part niHathlar 
(purveyor) of his. He was the main slay of the 
Bamagore monastery since its very inception. 

Mahendra Nath (Uipta 

It was in March, 1882. that Mahendra Nath 
Gupta, better known as Master Mahasay. or M., 
the immortal writer of the KaiUtimrihi, Gospel 
of Sri Ramakrishna in Bengali, first met Sri 
Ramakrishna at Dakshineswar. He was then 
Headmaster of Pandit Vidyasagar's branch High 
School at Shyambazar and was all along an 
educationist. He ranks very high among the 
Master's intimate followers. Through his personal 
touch liundreds of eager aspirants, young and 
old, have received great spiritual impetus, while 
his Kafhamrifa, as a photograifliic record of the 
highest spiiitual experiences of man in the 
simplest language, has no equal in the whole 
range of scriptural literature. 

Balaram Bose (See p. vii). 

Holy Mother 

65 Golap Ma 

A bereaved motluT, she forgot her sorrow 
through her contact with Sri Ramakrishna. 
Through his blessings she became a sincere 
devotee, and was in after years one of the two 
closest companions of the Holy Mother (see also 
p. vii). 

Lakshmtmani Devi 

She was the daughter of Rameswar, the elder 
brother of Sri Ramakrishna. She was a very 
pure soul and an ardent devotee of the Master. 
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In her later life she brought spiritual comfort to 
a large number of seekers. 

Yogin Ma 

A rich man's wife, she had a very unhappy 
home. But her contact with Sri Ramakrishna 
opened a new vista in her life. She led an 
intensely spiritual life in the midst of her daily 
preoccupations, including stirvice of the Holy 
Mother (Sec p. vii). 

Aghormani Devi 

Better known as Gopal's mother, she demon- 
strated by her sustained devotional practices how 
God can be realized in flesh and blood. She 
lived to a ripe old age and in her last days was 
lovingly taken care of by Sister Nivedita. 

Gouri Ma 

She is a ////(/«//»/, formeily known as Goiir- 
dasi, and combines great devotion and renuncia- 
tion with organizing power of a high order. 
Believing Sri Ramakrishna to be an incarnation 
of Sri Gauranga, she became intensely devoted 
to him. She has founded the Saradeswari 
Vidyalaya, a High School for orthodox Hindu 
girls at Shyambazar, Calcutta. 

66. Matangini Ghosh ' 

Mother of Swami Premananda, and a sincere 
devotee of Sri Ramakrishna, at whose request 
she dedicated this son of h(*rs to his service. 

Krishnabhavini Bose 

Wife of Balaram Bose and sister of Swami 
Premananda. She was noted for her service and 
devotion to Sri Ramakrishna. 

Nistarini Ghosh 

Wife of Navagopal Gliosh, and another great 
devotee of tin; Mastcu* and recipient of his special 
favours. 

Mai I AMAYA Uasi 

Sister of Kalipada Ghosh, and herself a steadfast 
devotee of Sri Ramakrishna. 

SouDAMiNi Mitra 

She was mother of Haramohan Mitra and was 
another true devotee of the Master. 
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67. Introduction 

69. Nakkndranath (Swami Vivekananda) 

Swami Vivekananda (formerly) Narendranalh 
Diilta), the eldest son of Viswanath Dnlta, was 
born on the 12th January, 1863, in an enlightened 
Kayastha (Kshatriya) family of Calcutta. Even 
in his boyhood ht; developed an introspective 
habit of mind and became an adept in meditation. 
While he was an undergraduate, his yearning for 
intuiting the highest truth of existence became a 
paramount passion with him, and not content 
with mere intellectual knowledge, however ciicy- 
clop.X'dic, he searched vigorously for a man who 
could aver that he had realized God. Baffled 
from door to door, he at last found in Sri Rama- 
krishna the chosen ideal of h's life, and had the 
much-needed a.ssiiranre from him that God was 
not a iiction but an eternal verity that could be 
realized. This historic mee ing was the turning 
point in Narendranath’s life. 

He graduated from the Calcutta University in 
1882, and while studying law, he suddenly lost 
his father, w'ith the result that he had to face 
overwhelming financial difficulties to provide for 
his mother and brothers. Yet, through the grace . 
of Sri Ramakrishna, he struggled unswervingly 
for realization. As he progressed in his spiritual 
practices under the Master's guidance, all his 
doubts were solved, and his heart was filled to 
overflowing with love for hu nanity. After the 
passing aw’ay of Sri Ramakrishna in 1886 
Narendianath renounced the world and became 
the life and soul of the Hainagore monastery. 
Since then he? came to be known as Swami 
Vivekananda, and travelled throughout India, 
coming into dirtict touch with people of all 
.stations of life. He sailed for the United Stales 
of America in 1893 to at'.end the Parliament of 
Religions at Chicago, of which he at once became 
the foremont figure (ui account of his historic 
addresses that elticlrified the whole audience. 
After preaching Vedanta with remarkable success 
in America and England, he returned to India in 
1897, received ovations from one end of the 
country to another, and started the Ramakrishna 
Mission with its headquarters at the Beliir Math. 
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The movement spread, and the Swami went to 
the West a second time in June, 1899, returning 
liome in December, 1900. After conmidating 
Irs work and spending the last drop of hin blood 
in the service of humanity, he passad away af the 
Bclur Math on the 4th July, 1902. 

Swami Vivekananda's noble vindication of the 
universality of Hinduism in the West as well as 
in India, combined with his life of inten.se 
Had hand and realization, his heroic self-sacrifice, 
his burning patriotism, his lifelong service for the 
uplift of the downtrodden ma.sses of India and 
his high-souled endeavour for bringing about a 
cultural union between the East and the West — 
all these manifold aspects of this rare spiritual 
genius have conspired to secure for him a pre- 
eminent position in the ranks of the world's 
greatest men. 

7T. Rakhal (Swami Braiimananda) 

He fii’st came in contact with Sri Ramakrishna 
in 1880, and came to stay with him shortly after. 
Sri Ramakri.shna looked upon him as his 
** spiritual child " and the sweet relation between 
the two was ineffable. He was one of the class 
de.scribed by the Master as athfaHiddlia (eternally 
perfect). Subsequently he became the first 
President of the Ramakrishna Math and Mission 
and succeeded in developing “this infant institu- 
tion into a powerful organization. 

Baburam (Swami Pkkmananda) 

He first met Sri Ramakrishna in Calcutta in 1882. 
The Master spoke very highly of the absolute 
purity of his being. Afterwards, he was the 
second leading figure at the Belur Math, where, 
for many years together, he undertook tho wor- 
ship of the Master along with the management of 
the monastery. His unostentatious life of con- 
templation and service and his unbounded affec- 
tion for all have enthroned him in the hearts of 
the visitors as well as the devotees. 

72. Sarada (Swami Tri(;unatita) 

Descended from a zemindar family of Barasat 
(24 Parganas), he came to sit at the feet of the 
Master when he was in his teens. In 1899, 
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lw|lvt! years after he had left lioiiie, lii‘ started 
unaer Swarni Vivekananda's instructions the 
UdhodUan, the Bengali organ of the Kainakrishna 
Math, and edited it till his dcjparture for San 
Francisco, U. S. A., in 1902, where he success- 
fully preached Vcidanta and laid down his life; 
in 1914. 

Sasi (Swami Kamakrishnananda) 

Sasibhushari was born in a pious Brahmin 
family of Calcutta and i;arly came under the; 
influence of Keshab Chandra Sen. In 1883 he 
went to see the Master at Dakshineswar and was 
fascinated by his perst)nality. He soon became 
one of his most devoted followers. Sasi’s sc;rvices 
during the last illness of Sri Kainakrishna were 
unparalleled, and since his passing awfiy Sasi 
took upon himself the worship of the Master till 
he \vas sent by Swami Vivekananda to start the 
Madras Centre in 1897. He conducted this work 
faithfully fejr fourteen years till h^s demise in 
1911. The Ramakrishna Math and the Students' 
Home at Mylapcue, Madras, are a living 
testimony to the d(;voted service of this great 
soul. Sri Ramakrishna used to say that Sasi was 
among the followeis of Jesus Christ in a former 
incarnation. 

SUHODH JhWAMI SuBOUHANANDA) 

He Wi'is a High School student of seventeen when 
he lirst met the Master in 1885. He belonged to 
the family of i^ankar Ghosh, the founder of the 
Kali Temple of Thanthania, (Calcutta. On his 
second visit Subodh, at the mystic touch of the 
Master, had a deep spiritual experience. Owing 
to his tender agi;. he was a ffc;('t innately a<ldressed 
by his brother disciples as Khoka (child), a name 
which because of his childlike nature persisted 
till the end. 

Tarak (Swami Siiivananda) 

Tarak^Jjelonged to the Ghosal family of Barasat 
(24 Parganas). He had a religious turn of mind 
from his early days. In his very first meeting 
with Sri Ramakrishna in 1882, he was so deeply 
impressed that he made him the pole-star of his 
life. Sri Ramakrishna loved him much and had 
great faith in him. In 1902 he founded the 
Ramakrishna Advaita Ashrama at Benares, where 
he passed many years in intense ifitdftann» Afler- 
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wards, in 1922, he became the second Pr(;sid(;nt 
of the Ramakrishna Math and Mission, liolding 
that position till his passing away in 1934. 

Harinath (Swami Titriyananda) 

From his very boyhood he had a passkin fijr 
Vedanta and tried to mould his life according to 
its id(;als. After his meeting with the Master his 
religious life received a great impetus, which led 
him to renounce tlic world and spend his time 
exclusively in meditation. At the call of Swami 
Vivekananda he went to America to preach 
Vedanta. His extraordinary fortitude ea.sily 
marked him out as a great Yogi. His letters 
and conv(;rsations, as recorded, are an unfailing 
source of spiritual t idightenment. 

Sarai (Swami Saradananda) 

Like his cousin Sasi, he came early under the 
intluonce of Keshab Chandra Sen, and after- 
wards took refuge; at the feet of Sri Ramakrishna, 
who recognized in him another follower of Lord 
J(;sus in a previous birth. After his short life in 
America as a successful preacher of Vedanta, he 
became the first Secr(;tary of the Ramakrishna 
Math and Mission, in which capacity he; .showed 
his great ability as an organizer, till he ]>assed 
^ away in 1927. In his'»S'ri Sii linnuthnshna Lila- 
ftramiiija he has left a monumental exposition of 
his Master's glorious life. Along with his other 
heavy responsibilities, he devoted himself to the 
service of the Holy Mother till her passing away 
in 1920. 

73. Yogindranath (Swami Yo(;anani)a) 

Yogindranath, who belonged to an aristi)cratic 
Brahmin family of Dakshint;.swar, was a school 
student of surpassing religious merit when he; 
first came into close contact with Sri Ramakrishna 
about the year 1882. He was one of those great 
souls whom Sri Ramakrishna reckoned as the 
Iswarakotis. After the Master’s passing away he 
took upon himself the responsibility of looking 
after the Holy Mother, which he did for many 
years. His premature fl(;ath in 1899 at the age 
of thirty-eight was the re.sult of severe austerities. 

Niranjan (Swami Niranjanananda) 

He was eighteen years of age when ihe went to 
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Sri Ramakrishna at Dakshineswar. The visit, 
though biief, profoundly iniprc!ssed him. The 
Master loved him much for his spiritual <iualities 
and gave him a high place among his disciples. 
Afterwards he dedicated himself entirely to the 
servicci of the Master. 

Latu (SWA.MI Adbiiutananda) 

Although born in a humble station of life in the 
district of Chapra in Rihar and innocent of learn- 
ing, he attained great spiritual heights in his 
after-life. He had the privilege of serving Sri 
Ramakrishna for nearly six 3'ears, and as a monk 
devoted himself exclusively to meditation. His 
last few years were spent at Benares, where his 
spiritual talks were a perennial source of inspira- 
tion to many. 

Gopal Senior (Swami Advaitananda) 

He lived at Sinthi near Calcutta, and was a man 
of the world before he met Sri Ramakrishna. 
The Master’s exhortations appealed to him so 
strongly that he ultimately renounced the world 
and joined the Barnagore monastery. 

74. Kali (Swami Abiiedananda) * 

He first met Sri Ramakrishna late in 1883. He 
was deepl}' interested in the study of Yoga and 
Vedanta, and on account of his constant spiritual 
practices he was known as Kali Tapaswi in his 
early monastic days. He did much to spread the 

TOWARDS 

75. Intkoduction 

77. Shyampukitr House 

This is the house where Sri Ramakrishna was 
removed from Dakshineswar in September, 1885. 
for the treatment of his cancer in the throat. In 
their earnest struggle to bring about the Master's 
recovery, the young disciples developed a spirit 
of comradeship which matured in the Cossipore 
garden house. It was here that, under the 
Master's instructions to arrange for Kali Puja on 
the 6th November, 1885, the devotees, led by 
Girish Chandra Ghose, offered adoration to Sri 
Ramal^rishna himself as the Divine Mother. 
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me.ssage of Vedanta in America from 189^ to 1920 
and has written many books on the subject. 

Ganc;adhar (Swami Akhandananda) 

He met Sri Ramakrishna with his friend Harinath 
(Swami Turiyananda), when he was quite young. 
He was then leading a rigid life of austerities, 
which was modified by his contact with Sii 
Ramakrishna. Since his taking orders he travel- 
led as far as Lhasa in Tibet, where he stayed 
for three years. He was the first among the 
monastic disciples of the Master to start philan- 
thropic work in India as early as 1894. He 
became President of the Ramakrishna Math and 
Mission in 1934 after the passing away of Swami 
Shivananda. He spent the greater portion of his 
later life in the Orphanage at Sargachhi, in the 
Murshidabad District, in carrying on the philan- 
thropic work among the poor and the helpless. 

Hakh’Rasanna (Swami Vijnanananda) 

He met Sri Ramakrishna in 1883 in the company 
of his friends Sasi (Swami Ramakrishiiananda) 
and Sarat (Swami Saradananda), while he was in 
college. The Master had a glimpse of this young 
aspirant's future life and initiated him, instilling 
into his mind a love for renunciation. After 
holding important government posts as an 
Engineer, he renounced the world.*' He was Vice- 
President of the Ramakrishna Math and Mission 
since 1934, recent appointment as 

President. 


THE END 

Cossipore Garden House 

Sri Ramakrishna was removed to this house on 
the Tith December, 1885, and remained here till 
he passed away in the early hours of the 16th 
August, t886. The Master, disregarding his 
fatal disease, silently trained the young disciples 
for a lofty spiritual life and instilled into their 
minds an undying spirit of renunciation. It was 
in this holy atmosphere of love and pathos, 
service and devotion, that the heroic disciples 
became inextricably banded into one spiritual 
fraternity, afterwards known as the Ramakrishna 
Math and Mission. It was here again that Swami 
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Vi^ekananda got a taste of the niirikafpa 
natnatllii, for which he was repeatedly praying to 
Sri Kamakrishna. 

78. A Group of Devotees 

Picture taken at the ("ossipore Garden House 
of the devotees standing by the side of the mortal 
remains of their beloved Master. Some of them 
were: (1) Mahendia or M.; (3) Kali; (5) Sarat; 
(b) Mani Mallik; (7) Gangadliar; (8) Navagopal; 
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(ti) Tarak; (13) Gopal Senior; (15) Vaikuntha; 
(17) Matioinohan; (18) Harish; (19) Narayan; 
(21) Sasi; (22) Latu; (23) Bhavaiiath; (24) Babu- 
rarn; (25) Niranjan; (26) Narendra; (27) Ram; 
(28) Balarani; (29) Rakhal; (30) Nityagopal; 
(31) Yogin; (32) Devendra. 

CossiPORF. Cremation Ground 

The small temple indicates the spot where the 
mortal ri'inains of the Master were consigned to 
the fire. 


THE KAMAKKISHNA ORDER 


79. Introduction 

8t. Swami Vivekananda 

83. Baknagore Math 

This dilapidated rented house was the first 
monastery of the sunnjftisiH disciples of Sri Rarna- 
krishna, the home of the Ramakrishna Order that 
came into being in 1886 under the inspiring lead 
of Nareiidranath on the passing Jiway of the 
Master. This is the scene where, urged by a 
strong spirit of renunciation and a consuming 
passion for the realization of Truth, they became 
welded i^to a spiritual fraternity — the body, as it 
were, of the absent Master —and spent day and 
night in hard austerities and contemplation of the 
Lord, till they removed to the Alambazar 


Monastery. The house has since been pulled 
down. 

Alambazar Math 

This rented house on the main road from Calcutta 
to Dakshiiieswar was also the cradle of the 
Ramakrishna Order from 1889 to 1897, when the 
monastery was removed to a rented garden house 
(Nilambar Mukherjee*s house) across the Ganges. 

84. M^th at Nflambah Mukiierjkk’s House 

The HanHiitmin disciples of the Master lived in this 
house at Belur for a short period before the Order 
made the present Belur Math premises their 
permanent headcpiai ters in 1899. The Holy 
Mother lived for some time in a house close to it. 


RAMAKRISHNA MATH AND MISSION HKADQUARTKRS, BELUR 


85. A View of the Bet.ur Math from the Ganges 

86. Belur Math Gate 

Bei.ur Math ('hau liable Dispensary 

87. Holy Mother’s Temple 
BrahmXnanim Temple 
Vivekananda Temple 

88. A View of the Monastery and Shrine 

89. Belur Math Guest House 
Belur Math Library 
Belur Math Office 

90. Belur Math Main Building 


91. Belur Math Shrine 
Inside View of the Shrine 

92. Ramakrishna Temple at the Belur Math (as 
IT would somewhat look from the Gan(;es 
after construction) 

The Belur Math, the h(;adquarters of the Rama- 
krishna Math and Mission, founded by the 
illustrious Swami Vivekananda in 1899, stands 
on the right bank of the Ganges, four miles from 
Calcutta. The magnificent temple of Sri Rama- 
krishna, which is being constructed to replace 
the present little shrine and which prc.sents a 
marvellous combination of arcliitectvral beauty. 
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nobility of conception and synthesis of the out- 
standing features of the sacred edifices of different 
faiths, is an unfailing source of spiritual comfort 
and inspiration to thousands — an eloquent symbol 
of religious harmony and fraternity of which the 
Maslcu* was a living embodiment. The temples 
of Swarni Vivekaiianda, the Holy Mother and 
Swami Jirahmananda mirror their graceful forms 
on the bosom of the sacred river. The; guest-hruist* 
with its massive redwood table, the library with its 
choice collection of books, the main building of 
the monastery nestling tlui room where Swami 
Vivekananda lived, and other residences of th(‘ 
monks, the dispensary — a boon to the sick and 
the suffering, the extensive lawns dotted with 
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leafy trees and flower gardens, the st^lness of 
the atmosphere occasionally broken in upon by 
chimes of temple bells and the chorus of devo- 
tional prayers, and, above all, the holy associa- 
tions of the glorious disciples of Sri Ramakrishna 
— these, in addition, serve to induce in one’s mind 
a feeling of deep reverence and solemn repose as 
one steps into the precincts of this training 
ground of the monks. It is from this peaceful 
centre of dynamic spiritual culture that innumer- 
able streams of creative ideas have sprung up 
and are flowing to-day with ever-increasing fresh- 
ness and vigour throughout the length and 
breadth of the world and moulding the hopes and 
aspiiations of humanity at large. 
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95. Kamakkishna Mission Home of Service, 
Benares 

Here is presented a picturesque view of the Home 
of Service at Benares, which, with its spacious 
lawns and flower-beds, its workers’ quarters and 
numerous wards, its (ilaborate arrangements for 
the treatment and shelter of the sick and the* 
infirm, as well as with its batch of dedicated souls 
for the service of suffering humanity irrespective 
of sex — is indeed the m<^st notable charitable 
institution of the Ramakrishna Mission. Located 
in the heart of the ancient holy city of Benares, 
which draws an unceasing stream of pilgrims to 
its numberless sanctuaries, the Home, with its 
diverse activities such as the women’s hospital, 
branch outdoor dispensaiy, refuges for invalid 
men and women, and home for paralytic patients, 
has, since its inception in T900, ministered to 
hundreds of thousands of distressed souls of all 
CfTstes and creeds. 

96. Ramakrishna Mission Sevasiirama, Rangoon 
(Burma) 

In this land of pagodas and stronghold of 
Buddhist monks, the Rangoon Sevashrama has 
grown to be the second larg(;st hospital in the 
course of fifteen yeai's. The picture presents only 
a gliny^se of the institution with- its numerous 


well-equipped wards and of the efficient humani- 
tarian activities of its consecrated workei-s. Its 
free services to hundreds of thousands of sick, 
poor people hailing from far-off places and speak- 
ing diverse tongues arc being increasingly 
appreciahxl both by the Government and the 
public. Started in 1921 with only 20 beds, the 
lios[jital boasts to-day of 142 btij^ls, and serves 
more than two lacs of patients annually through 
its outdoor department — a phenomenon that 
speaks for itself. 

97. Ramakrishna Mission Sisumangal Pratisthan, 
('at-CUTTA (4 Illustrations) 

The Sisumangal Pratisthan is a Maternity and 
Child Welfare Centre started at Bhowanipur, 
Calcutta, in 1932. It is the only institution of 
the Ramakrishna Mission that is wholly deAOted 
to maternity and child welfare Work. The 
institution has got a well-equipped hospital 
with 25 beds for mothers and a separate Baby 
Ward. The hospital is more like a home, and 
the nursing staff is sympathetic and imbued with 
the spirit of service. Besides educating women 
about the vital importance of adequate maternity 
and child care, it rendei's; (a) antenatal care to 
expHJCtant mothers, (b) hospital and domiciliary 
maternity service, (c) postnatal care to children 
up to school-going age, and (d) training to 
des(*rving women of good families in midwifery 
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obstetrical nursing. All these services are 
rendered free of charge to poor people. The 
institution is perhaps the only one of its kind 
in India at the present time. It has within this 
short period of its existence become one of the 
most useful and popular maternity centres of 
Calcutta and has succeeded in winning univei*sal 
admiration as an ideal maternity centre. Tlie 
statistics of the centre bear eloquent testimony 
to the .splendid wcuk that is being carried on 
by it. 

c)8. Ramakrisiina Mission Sevashrama, Hrindaban 

The very name of Brindaban conjures up before 
the minds of the devotees the immortal play of 
Sri Krishna and his loving associates. It is in 
a lovely spot of this hallowed city, on the bank 
of the Jumna, that the Sevashrama is situated, 
from where it has bec‘n ministering to the physi- 
cal needs of the sick and poor Narayanas 
irrespective of caste, creed or nationality for the 
last thirty years. The facade; of the Ashrama 
as shown here will give some? idea of the 
splendid work that has been built u]) in this 
celebrated place of pilgrimage through tireless 
/.cal and patient .self-sacrilice. 

99. KAMAKgisiiNA Mission Skv'Ashrama, Kankiiai. 
(Saharan pur) 

Kankhal, a suburb of H.irdwar on the bank of the 
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Ganges, standing at a short distance! from where it 
has emerged into the plains from the Himalayas, is 
well-known to th(j Hindus as one of the most 
sacred places of pilgrimage. In this hoary, 
peaceful retreat of «//#/ a ///i «////< and pious devotees 
of all denominations, the Sevashrama occupies 
a very important position. From a humble 
nucleus it has, during the last three decades and 
a half, developed into a centre of great usefulness 
to the suffering public. The Ashrama is furnish- 
ed with commodious wards and is lun by a band 
of selfless workeis. 

Ramakrisiina Mission Sevashrama, Midnapore 
This Ashrama has been in existence since 1914 
and is doing excelh^nt seivice to the public 
through its indoor and outdoor medical depart- 
ments, piimary schools, library, and religious 
classes. It has been a centre of great attraction 
to peact!-loving souls who are drawing inspiration 
from its many-sided activities. 

TOO. Ramakrisiina Mission Sevashrama, Lucknow 

The Se\’a.slirama had its inception in the yvav 
1914. Its popularity as a charitable institution in 
this old seat of Mahomedan influence, wliich is 
fast glowing into the premier city of the United 
Provinces, is proof positive of the excellent 
service! it has been rendering to humanity at 
large. 


MISSION CENTRES MATNI.Y EDUCATIONAL 


TOT. Introduction 

103. Ramakrisiina Mission Students’ Home, Madras 
' (5 Illustrations) 

Only a few minutes* walk from the sea-beach, 
this premier education.al institution of the Mission, 
at Mylapore, in the southern part of the city of 
Madras, stands as a bright example of how 
vocationjil training can be effectively combined 
with intellectual, moral and religious education 
in a healthy spiritual atmosphere. The Home, 
which was started in 1905, provides free board 
and lodging to indigent students of approved 
merit and has undertaken, with conspicuous 
success, the responsible task of fulfilling the 


<!Conomic and cultural needs of the country 
through its various sections, including the Resi- 
dential High Scliool, the Industrial School 
(providing a course in automobile engineering), 
the home for school and college students and tlie 
branch High School at Mambalam, a snhuib of 
Madras. The institution, with its inqx^sing array 
of edifiris, is an object of perennial interest even 
to casual visitoi*s to the city. 

104. Ramakrisiina Mission Stuhents’ Home. 
C'alcutta 

This ideal Home for college students is situated 
at Gaiiripoie, Durn-Dum, within a convenient 
distance iif the city of (.'alcutta, airjjid the natural 



XVlll 


DESCRIPTIVE NOTES 


Page 

beauty and repose of rural Bengal. It has 
recognized as a residence for college students by 
the Calcutta University. Nurtured under the 
care and discipline of the monks of the Raina- 
krishna Order, the students get ample opj)ortunity 
of moulding their lives after lofty standards and 
learning the dignity of labour, so as to become 
useful members of society. 

105. Kamakrishna Mission Vidyapith, Deogiiak, 
S. P., Bihar (2 Illustrations) 

The Vidyapith is situated on an extensive open 
area amidst pictunjsque surroundings, within 
easy reach of the town and the famous temple 
of Vaidyanatha. The institution, teaching up to 
the High School standard, is run on the model 
of the ancient (iurukula, with special emphasis 
on the <levck)pment of character and a religious 
spirit, along with intellectual, physical and moral 
training under the loving guidance of the re.=>ident 
monks and teachers. 

106. Sister Nivedita Giri.s* School and Sarada 
Mandir, Calcutta (2 Illustrations: School and 
Prayer hall) 

This Girls’ school at Baghbazar was established 
in Tc)o2 by Sister Nivedita (Miss Margaret E. 
Noble) to train Indian girls in strict conformity 
with the sacred traditions of the land and fill 
their plastic minds with a strong pa.ssion for 
service. It strives to keep intact their naive 
tenderness and humility, their power of endur- 
ance and self-effacement, and to make them 
efiicient in household duties and the arts and 
crafts auxiliary to them. The institution gives 
frt;e education to over 500 girls up to the Higli 
School standard and jirovides accommodation for 
about 40 girls in the attached Sarada Mandir 
under the maternal care of a band of selfless 
women workers who have consecrated their lives 
to the cause. 

107. Kamakrishna Mission Ashrama, Sarisha, 
24 Parganas (3 Illustrations) 

This is a model village institution situated 26 miles 
to the south of Calcutta on Diamond Harbour 
Road. The Middle English School for boys and 
the High School for girls, conducted efficiently in 
the serene atmosphere of the Ashrama, with an 
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adequate provision for their moral and pjiysical 
training, furnish a striking instance of how 
patient industry, self-abnegation and love for 
humanity can build up a full-fitdged educational 
institution from very modest beginnings. The 
Ashrama devotes itself to the task of village re- 
construction through a comprehensive education- 
al programme eminently suited to the needs and 
genius f)f the people. With its rural setting, 
simplicity of life, freshness of outlook and high 
moral lone, it has developed into an invaluable 
asset to our country. 

108. Kamakrishna Mission Ashrama, Sargachhi, 
Murshidadad (2 illustrations) 

I'his is the oldest charitable institution of the 
Kamakrishna Mission, having been started in the 
year 1897, when a terrible famine ravaging the 
district moved Swami Akhandananda, after- 
wards President of the Kamakrishna Math and 
Mission, to render relief to the helpless villagei’s 
and subsequently to found a permanent centre 
of philanthropic work in the rural area. Through 
his single-minded devotion, indefatigable zeal 
and burning love for the masses, the Ashrama 
has been exerting a great educative influence in 
that locality with its temple, orphanage, primary 
school, dispensary and garden. • 

109. Kamakrishna Mission Seva Sadan, Salkia 
(Howrah) 

Originally started as an orphanage in the 
industrial suburb of Calcutta, this Ashrama hus 
developed into a Home for poor students. It 
has opened an Outdoor Charitable Dispensary to 
serve the poorer section and the labouring 
classes of the locality. The institution has made 
commendable progress within the twelve years 
of its existence. 

Kamakrishna Mission Ashrama, Barnagore 
(24 Par(;anas) 

Started in the year 1912 as an orphanage, this 
institution has, during the last few years, added 
to it a dispensary and a San.skrit Chatushpathi. 
The peaceful atmosphere of the Ashrama and 
the quiet activities of the boys and workers 
present a striking contrast to the bustle character- 
istic of a modern suburban town. 
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iro. Pamakkisiina Mission Vidyai.aya, Perianai- 
Ienpalayam (Coimbatore) 

The Vidyalaya was started in as a boarding- 
house and has now developed into a regular 
residential school. The whole scheme of the 
institution has been drawn up with a view to 
evolving a type of all-round education by which 
the boys will grow into strong and self-reliant 
youngmen. The training given here rouses their 
latent instincts of leadership and impresses on 
them the value of team-work. The boys are 
drawn from all sections of the Hindu society 
irrespective of ca.ste and live as one family with- 
out observing any distinction. 

Ramakrisiina Mission Ashram a, Patna 

Ever since its inception in 1922, this institution 
in the capital of Bihar has maintained its exist- 
ence under the fostering care of the sympathetic 
public. Its educational and religious work has 
impressed its usefulness on the minds of the 
peopl(\ and it has great possibilities of develop- 
ment in the future. 

111. Ramakkishna Mission Society, Rangoon 
(2 Illustrations) 

The religious and educational activities of this 
Society have proved an invaluable asset to the 
intellecfual life of the peojjle of the city. The* 
library and the reading room, with ladies* sec- 
tions, arc furnished with a fine collection of books 
and periodicals on a variety of subjects, in 
different language's. Tlie guest-house attached to 
the Society is a welcome halting-place for visitors, 
and the religious classes and lectures arranged 
by tlie institution cater to the s])iritual needs of 
the religiously disposed. 

112. Ramakkishna Mission, Barisal 

Since its establishment in 1904, this Ashrama has 
been carrying on philanthropic, (jducational and 
religious activities with considerable success. 
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The Students’ Home which is run by it has 
become very popular in the district. 

ViVKKANANDA SOCIETY, JaMSHKDPL’R (SlNTiHHUM) 

Situated in the busy modern industrial city, this 
institution has succeeded in bringing education to 
the |K)or labouring classes through its primary 
schools. Its libiaiy and reading room and the 
religious lectures arranged by it have bec.'ii ecpial- 
ly useful to the intelligentsia. The Society also 
runs a Students’ Home and takes in hand 
various philanthropic activities. 

1 13. Ramakkishna Mission Asiikama, Faridpur 

The Ashrama, situated in a secluded part of the 
town, has grown into a nucleus of various religious 
and philanthropic activities. Th(i main work of 
the institution is educational. It conducts an 
M. K. school for girls and a primary school for 
Harijans, and runs a public library and an out- 
door charitable dispensary. 

Ramakkishna Mission Ashrama, ('awnpoke 

Started in 1920, this Ashrama has developed into 
a j)hilanthropic institution of considerable impor- 
tance in the locality, with a charitabk* dispensaiy, 
« Harijan and a. labour school, .t Students’ Horne 
and a library as the different phases of its 
humanitarian activity. 

1 14. Ramakkishna Mission Industriai. School, 
Belhr, Howrah (4 Illustrations) 

It makes one's h(;art glad to witness groups of 
healthy boys working with the hammer and 
chisel, plying the shuttle and the fret-saw, dye- 
ing cloth and making garments, in the spacious 
workshops of this institution, which has been 
tackling, with encouraging results, the? problem 
of suitably erpiipping our needy youngmen 
against the struggle for existence. Education in 
the school is given free?, and in the attached 
hostel the boys arc mostly providcxl with free 
board and lodging. 


COMBINED MATH AND MISSION CENTRES 

115. Introduction. Madras. It is one of the oldest institutions of 

1 17. Ramakkishna Math and Mission, Madras the Ramakrishna Order, having been started in 

The picture gives the front-view of the monastery 1897 with Swami Ramakrisimananda in charge. 
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Pi-iii.i* llie pivinic^r monastery of lh<; Order in the 
South, it has boc^n re;ceiving a steady influx of 
devotiies and visitors from different parts of the 
Presid(UK:y. It Jias all aloiif; shown a splendid 
record of activities in the direction of preaching, 
publication, ediicati«)n, social uplift work and 
medical relief. Through its two magazines, 
I'rihinfa Krstiri (Knglish) and UmnaUnHhmt 
I'ijttjfani (Tamil), it leaches a wide circle of the 
reading public, and the charitable dispensiiry run 
by it ministers to thousands of poor psitients. 

118 . Pamakkishna Mission Ashrama, Bombay 
(2 Illustrations) 

Situated at Khar, a delightful new suburb of 
Bombay, the Ashrama has, s'nce its foundation 
in 1923, been doing very useful work in the city 
and its suburbs. Among other things, it conducts 
a charitable dispensary, a free library and a 
Students’ Home. The religious, educational and 
philanthropic activities of the institution, as also 
its (iiiviable position commanding a beautiful view 
of the sea, have contribued to the charm find 
importance of this Ashrama. 

1 19. Ra.makrisiina Math and Mission, Dacca . 

(2 Illustrations) 

The origin of this institution at Dacca, which at 
one time was tin? capital of the Nawabs of 
Bengal, and is still the most important city in 
Kastern Bengal and the seat of a Univer.sity, goers 
back to the year i8qrj. Situated in a new 
extension f)f the city, it is refreshingly free from 
the dust and noise which are the usual con- 
comitants of modern city life, and maintains a 
serene atmosphere of purity and che<*rfulness 
even in the midst of its varied educational, 
philanthropic and missionary activities. 

120. Kamakrishna Math and Mission, Bhubaneswar 

The monastery was founded by Swami Brahma- 
nanda in the year 1919 in a secluded <piarter of 
Bhubaneswar, an ancient place of pilgrimage in 
Orissa. The peaceful atmosphere of the place 
has an alluring influence on large numbers of 
spiritual aspirants. The picture gives a charm- 
ing view of the Ashrama buildings, temple, lawns 
and gardens. 


Kamakrishna Mission Ashrama, Delhi 

This institution occupies a central ]Arsition 
between Old and New Delhi, the capital of 
British India, which is verily the cradle of 
Indian dynasties and the epitome of Indian civi- 
lization. In this historic city where the various 
streams of Indian culture have mingled their 
currents down the ages, the Ashrama has securc*d 
a permanent foothold through its manifold 
religious, educatif)nal and charitable activities 
and has added to the richness of the collective 
life of the people at large. 

T2 T. Kamakrishna Ashrama and Mission Seva 
Samiti, Syi.het 

The; institution has remarkably combined intense 
spiiitual life with philanthropic activities, and has 
be«;n ministering to the intellectual, physical and 
spiritual needs of the people in general through 
a number of schools, libraries and dispensaries 
interspersed in the district, particularly in the 
rural areas. 

Kamakrishna Seva Samity, Karlm(;anj 

This sub-centre of the Mission S(;va Samity of 
Sylluit carries on charitable, educational and 
religious work. 

122. Kamakrishna Ashrama and Mission Skva- 

SHRAMA, NaRAYANGANJ (I)ACCA) 

Situated in an important river port of Kastern 
Bengal, this Ashrama, like other Math .ind 
Mission centres, conducts regular worship, reli- 
gious classes, a dispensary and a decent library 
for the benefit and enlightenment of the local and 
neighbouring people. A couple of miles to thfc 
west of this town is the village of Deobhpg, 
where lived Nag Mahasay, the greatest hoiuse- 
holder disciple of Sri Kamakrishna. 

Kamakrishna Ashrama and Mission Skva- 
SHRAMA, SoNARCtAON (DaCCA) 

The sacred sanctuary of Sri Kamakrishna, the 
outdoor dispensary and the free library have 
combined to make this centre an attractive resort 
to the villagers around. 

Kamakrishna Ashrama and Mission Seva- 

SHRAMA, BAr.lATI (DACCA) 

This small but useful Ashrama in its charming 
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rijiral setting has become the centre of diverse 
educational medical and other activities. For 
the last quarter of a century it has been bringing 
to the doors of the village people the noble ideas 
of service and self-sacrifice. 

123. Ramakrishna Mission Ashkama, Ranchi 

This Ashrama stands in a picturesque corner of 
the hill station of Ranchi, the summer resort of 
the Government of Bihar. On account of its 
religious and charitable activities it has become 
a place of attraction to a considerable number 
of people since its inception in 1927. 

Ramakrishna Math and Mission, Bankura 
Situated in a lonely part of the town, with open 
fields lying on three sides, this Ashrama is 
rendering valuable philanthropic service to the 
sick and the poor of this district, which is often 
a victim to scourges of nature. 

124. Ramakrishna Ashrama and Mission Seva- 
shrama, Tami.uk (Midnapore) 

The abiding interest on the part of the public in 
the variety of activities the Ashrama has under- 
taken for the service of humanity is due to its 
splendid contribution to the religious life of the 
people ^t and around Tamluk — the Tamralipti 
of ancient history. 

Ramakrishna Ashrama and Mission Seva- 

SHRAMA, CONTAI (MiDNAPORE) 

The Ashrama has undertaken the responsible 
task of educating the masses in the rural area. 
» Its charitable dispensary. Students* Home, 
primary schools in the neighbouring villages, 
occasional relief works, and religious classes and 
. festivals have served to disseminate the invigorat- 
ing ideas of Swami Vivekananda among the 
people. 

125. Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Katihar 
(Bihar) 

This institution of ten years' standing has been 
able to enlist the active sympathy of the public 
by its various philanthropic activities. Religious 
classes as well as charitable work are carried on 
in the secluded atmosphere of the Ashrama for 
the benefit of all. 
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Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Mymensingh 

Located in a solitary corner of the town,* this 
Ashrama has become a covetable place for 
devotional practices. It conducts educational 
and charitable activities on a humble scale. 

126. Ramakrishna Math and Mission Sevashrama, 
Ali^habad 

This Math at Allahabad, which is an ancient 
holy city in the arms of the sacred rivers Ganges 
and Jumna which meet here, has, ever since its 
inception, been presided over by Swami Vijnana- 
nanda, whose spiritual guidance is a source of 
supreme comfort to those who associate with 
him. The Sevashrama administers medical relief 
to thousands of poor people. 

Ramakrishna Ashrama and Mission Seva- 

SAMITY, HABIGANJ (SyLHET) 

The main activities of the Seva Samity, besides 
■ its spiritual ministration, consist in imparting 
education to shoe-makers and members of other 
depressed classes in the district, and in organiz- 
ing suitable home industries and co-operative 
dbeieties for the improvement of their economic 
condition. 

Matrimandir and Sarada Sevashrama, Jayram- 
BATi, Bankura (for illustration see p. 17) 

Four miles from Kamarpiikur, the birth-place of 
Sri Ramakrishna, is Jayrambati, where stands a 
stately temple dedicated to the Holy Mother, 
the blessed contort of Sri Ramakrishna, marking 
the sacred spot of her nativily. Associated with 
her life of intense prayer and complete self- 
dedication and sanctified by her superb spiritual 
illumination, the village has become a place of 
i ■ pilgrimage to the people at large. A small school 
and a dispensary rim by the centre attend to the 
secular needs of the villagers. 

The Ashrama at Koalpara bears sacred associa- 
tions of the Holy Mother, who not only halted 
here off and on during her journeys to and from 
her native place, Jayrambati, but occasionally 
lived in the vicinity for considerable periods. 
The shrine here is a centre of attraction to the 
devotees. 
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127. Introduction 

129. Advaita Asiikama, Mayavati, Almora 
(3 Illuslrations) 

PcTchod on an elevated knoll 6800 feet above 
the sea-level, amidst the profound grandeur 
and beauty of the Himalayas and commanding 
a bewitching view of the eternal snow ranges lying 
in majestic silence to the north and of the wavy 
mountain peaks standing in a meditative pose 
all around, this Ashrarna is an ideal retreat for 
monks devoting themseU'es exclusively to con- 
templation and study. Staited by Swami 
Vivekananda in 1899, through the help of his 
English disciples. Captain and Mrs. Sevier, with 
a view to realizing the Vedantic ideal of the 
oneness of all existence free from all compromises, 
it has ever since its inception maintained its 
tradition intact. The editorial staff of the 
Prahinldlut Bhamitt, the leading English monthly 
of the Kainakrishna Order, is stationed in this 
monastery, and the magazine, along with numer- 
ous valuable books, is published from its branch 
at Calcutta. The Ashrarna accommodates visitors 
in its guest-house and serves the hill people 
through the attached charitable dispensary. 

130. Ramakrishna Math, Haghbazar, Calcutta 
It was here that the Holy Mother lived for about 
eleven years and finally passed into Maha- 
sarnadhi. .The place has become an abiding 
source of spiritual inspiration to hundreds of 
devotees on account of its close association with 
the Holy Mother and some direct monastic 
disciples of Sri Ramakrishna. It is one of the 
three outstanding publication centres of the 
Ramakrishna Order, the Bengali monthly, 
Vdluuihan^ being among its numerous publica- 
tions. Scriptural classes are regularly held to 
the great benefit and spiritual uplift of the 
inmates and devotees. 

13T. Ramakrishna Advaita Ashram a, Benares 
(2 Illustrations) 

This Ashrarna, started in 1902 under the auspices 
of Swami Shivananda in the holy city of Benares, 
stands contiguous to the Ramakrishna Mission 


Home of Service and provides ample facilities to 
the monastic members of the Order for their 
spiritual advancement. Thus these two institu- 
tions standing side by side illustrate in a synthetic 
way the twin ideals of the Order, viz. contempla- 
tion and selfless action. The beautiful stone 
temple, as shown here, is a new addition to the 
Ashrarna and is dedicated to Sri Ramakrishna, 
whose marble statue, placed in the sanctum, 
receives daily worship and homage from the 
devotees. 

132. Ramakrishna Ashrama, Ootacamund 

The Ashrama is situated in one of the beauty- 
spots of this ** Queen of Hill Stations " in the 
South and commands a magnificent view of 
the hills and dales all around. The Ashrama 
possesses a well-equipped library which stands 
the public as well as the monastic inmates in 
good stead. 

Vivekananda Ashrama, Siivamala Tai. (Almora) 
Situated on the way to Mayavati in the midst of 
charming scenery and solitude of the Himalayan 
forest at an altitude of nearly 5000 ft., it is 
eminently suited for spiritual practices. Its 
charitable dispensary has proved a veritable boon 
to the poor, sick hill-people for many miles 
around. 

133. Ramakrishna Ashrama, Bangalore 

Bangalore is a well-known health resort of 
Southern India. Here, in 1903, Swami Rama- 
krishnananda first planted the seed of a monas- 
tery, which has gradually developed into a 
preaching centre of great magnitude and useful- 
ness. The Ashrama is situated near the famous 
Bull Temple, in a secluded quarter of the city, 
and on account of its extensive ground and 
picturesque surroundings has become a most con- 
genial retreat for spiritual practice's. 

Ramakrishna Ashrama, Mysore 
Ideally situated in one of the best extensions of 
the city amid delightful natural scenery, the 
Ashrama is well fitted for spiritual and intellec- 
tual pursuits. The study circle organized through 
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the help of H. H. the Maharaja of Mysore has 
afforded a very good opportunity to the monastic 
members of the Ramakrishna Order for a com- 
parative study of Eastern and Western philosophy 
and religion on a scientific basis. The Ashrarna 
runs a Students’ Home, which is becoming 
popular. Daily classes and religious services as 
well as occasional lectures have proved great 
incentives to the spiritual growth of a large 
section of the people. 

134. Gadauhar Ashrama, Biiowanipore, ('alcutta 
Since its establishment in 1921 the institution 
has been located in one of the most enlightened 
quarters of Calcutta. The Veda Vidyalaya, 
started in 1926, forms an integral part of this 
Ashrama and has developed into a very popular 
centre of Sanskrit learning under some learned 
Pandits, which has kept the lamp of India’s 
cultural tradition burning. Both the Ashrama 
and the Vidyalaya have libraries with a good 
collection of valuable scriptural and philosophical 
works. 

Ramakrishana Math, Puri 

Standing directly on the beach at a considerable 
distance from the crowded sections, and com- 
mand in/| a magnificent view of the sea, this 
Ashrama in the holy city of Jagannath is an ideal 
place for leading a contemplative life. 

135. Ramakrishna A.shrama, Nagpur 

This popular centre in the capital of the Central 
Provinces with its many-sided activities has 
engendered public confidence in its broad spiritual 
outlook. The charitable dispensary, the public 
libraiy, the Students’ Home as well as religious 

, classes and lectures form its outstanding features. 

136. Ramakrishna Ashrama, Karachi 

This is the youngest centre of the Ramakrishna 
Ordetv but a most promising one. It was 
.started in 1936 as a result of the enthusiasm 
evoked by the lectures and class-talks of Swami 
Sharvananda. The first centre in Sind, it has 
already got a beautiful house of its own in 
Garden Quarter, where regular worship and 
classes are held and occasional lectures on philo- 
sophical subjects are delivered. 
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Ramakrishna Sevashrama, Garbkta (Midnaiorh) 

Educational and medical services rendered by the 
Ashrama through its outdoor dispensary, as also 
a primary and a night school are of great help to 
the poor local pi»ople 

T37. Ramakrishna Ashrama, Dinajpur 
(2 Illustrations) 

The Ashrarna occupies a beautiful site at the 
outskirts of the town and has become a very 
useful institution in the locality through its 
extensive educational, medical and religious 
services. 

138. Saradashrama, Ponnampet (('oorg) 

Situated in the southern part of the beautiful 
mountainous country of Coorg, the Ashrama 
has justified its existence by creating a general 
interest in the broad principles of religion, and 
the annual congregation on the birthday of Sri 
Ramakrishna is a sight to see. The Ashrama has 
also been teaching scientific methods of bee- 
culture to the rural p(?ople for their economic 
improvement, which has won the ajrproriation of 
tjie Government. 

Ramakrishna Ashrama, Rajkot (Kathiawar) 

This Ashrama in the heart of Kathiawar has 
made a vc*iy good progress during its short 
career. Regular religious classes, occasional 
lectiu'es and discourses, and the reading room 
and library have created a healthy atmosphere of 
spirituality and won the support of the general 
public as well as the active sympathy of some of 
the Ruling Princes of Kathiawar. 

139. Ramakrishna Kutir, Ai.mora 

This Himalayan centre, with its beautiful sur- 
roundings and bracing climate, provides excellent 
facilities for meditation and study. It was 
founded in 1918 by Swami Turryananda. 

Ramakrishna Ashrama, Chanuii’Ur (Midna- 
pore) 

This Ashrarna of rural Bengal has been striving 
to tackle the problem of village recnnsl ruction 
through its educational and philanthropic under- 
takings, bringing lih* and light to the despondent 
masses. 
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140. Ramakrishna Ashrama, Trichur (Cochin) 

, (3 Illustrations) 

The Ashrama, ustabiished twenty-two years ago, 
devotes itself mainly to the uplift of the 
Harijans (the so-called untouchables) of Malabar, 
in a most conservative area, through various 
religious, educational, social and economic 
organizations. The boys and girls in the two 
Gurukulas learn clean habits, chant Sanskrit 
hymns and live a happy life in an elevating 
environment. They receive free general educa- 
tion in the primary and secondary schools and 
practical education in the vocational and agri- 
cultural sections attached to them. For the 
benefit of the masses, the Ashrama has started 
a co-operative society, a b(!nefit fund and an 
employment bureau, while spiritual food is pro- 
vided for them through religious classes and 
festivals. 

141. Ramakrishna Ashrama, Bageriiat (Khulna) 
The Ashrama has greatly popularized the ideals 
of the Ramakrishna Order mainly through scrip- 
tural classes. Its resources are also utilized for 
the service of the poor and the illiterate. 

Ramakrishna Math, N attar am palli (North 
Argot) 

This is a lovely Ashrama in a rural area, solely 
devoted to the moral and spiritual uplift of the 
common village-folk. 

142. Ramakrishna Math, Conjeeveram 

Located almost midway between Siva-Kanchi 
and Vishnu-Kanchi, the two sections of this 
ancient place of pilgrimage and scat of classical 
learning, the newly-started centre, with its 
catholic outlook and spirit of service, stands as 
a connecting link, as it were, between the two 
aspects of religious pursuit. Of special interest 
to the local public is the library and reading 
room which forms part of the Ashrama. 

Ramakrishna Ashrama, Kishenpur (Dehka- 
Dun) 

Five miles above Dehra-Dun, in a picturesque 
valley on the way to the Mussoorie hills, the 
Ashrama with its library is an attractive retreat 
for contemplation and spiritual culture. 
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143. Ramakrishna Ashrama, Jamtara (Sonthal 
Parganas) 

This Ashrama in the salubrious climate of 
Sonthal Parganas is only a few hours' journey 
from Calcutta and serves as a health resort for 
the sick members of the Ramakrishna Order. 
The poor people of the locality also derive benefit 
from its small dispensary. 

Ramakrishna Ashrama, Malda 

This Ashrama, started in the year 1924, has 
been steadily growing in popularity. It has been 
carrying on the work of village reconstruction in 
different parts of the district through a number of 
Ramakrishna Societies. Its educational and 
philanthropic activities, in addition to Bhajana 
and religious festivals, are being appreciated by 
the public. 

144. Ramakrishna Ashrama, Jahndi (Faridpur) 

The sincere effort of some self-sacrificing workem 
has brought into existence this humble rural 
Ashrama, which, among other things, has been 
doing excellent educational work among the 
villagers. 

Ramakrishna Sevashrama, Sii.ghar (Cachar) 
The Institution has been doing excellent woik 
among the hill-tribes of the district since 1924 
through its Students' Home, Night Schools and a 
Lower Primaiy School. 

145. Vivekananda Silpi-Sangha, Cossipore, 
Calcutta (6 Illustrations) 

This is an institution started in 1929 as a step 
towards solving the unemployment problem of 
the middle classes in our country. A techno- 
industrial school which is conducted' under its 
auspices is doing very useful work at Jharia and 
» in its branch centre at Chhota Ambona, near 
Dhanbad, in Bihar. 

146. Ramakrishna Ashrama, Shillong 
(3 Illustrations) 

The work in the Khassia and Jaintia Hills was 
begun with the object of diffusing a knowledge of 
Hinduism among the hill tribes, about one-sixth 
of whom have forsaken their own faith. The acti- 
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vities of these centres are confined to matters 
educational, charitable and spiritual. The 
Shillong centre, started a few years later as the 
headquarters of the Ramakrishna Ashramas in 
the Khassia and Jaintia Hills, has become a very 
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useful institution. It runs a Primary School and 
a Library and conducts religions classes fof the 
benefit of the public. The schools at Sheila, 
Cherapunji and Nongwar are managed under the 
direct supervision of the Shillong centre. 


CENTRES OUTSIDE INDIA 


147. Introduction 

Ramakrishna Mission (Ceylon Branch): 

149. Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Colombo 

150. Ramakrishna Mission Ashrama, Trincomalie 

15 1. Educational Institutions at Batticaloa and 
Trincomalie (4 Illustrations) 

The Mission centres at Tiincomalie, Jaffna, 
Batticaloa and Colombo with a network of 
educational institutions spread all over the Island, 
are devoted to the intellectual and spiritual 
advancement of the people in this land of 
Buddhism. It is refreshing to witness how both 
Buddhism and Vedanta arc shaking hands 
with each other and essaying to build up a rich 
and synthetic cultural life in the Island. The 
planting of the banner of Vedanta on the .soil of 
Ceylon iinder the auspices of Swami Vivekananda 
finds its historic parallel in the epoch-making 
missionary woik of Mahindra and Sanghamitra, 
the great apo.stles of Buddhism, who landed there 
more than two thousand years back. The influx 


of these two sacred streams of religious thought 
from the North has .served in no small measure 
to counteract the reactionary forces working to 
break down the moral and spiritual backbone of 
the people. Altogether thirteen schools are main- 
tained by the above Mission centres, with a total 
strength of 2,285 students, of whom one-third 
are girls. 

152. Ramakrishna Mission, Singapore (Straits 
Settlements) 

This institution is a proof of the appreciation of 
the Vedantic ideas and ideals as propounded by 
Swami Vivekananda, in the distant corners of 
the Asiatic Continent. Its attempt to popularize 
ftinduism through lectures, classes, journals, 
schools, etc., has met with con.spiciious succc.ss. 
Started in 1928 in response to a growing demand 
on the part of the local public for the broad and 
universal ideas of the Ramakrishna Mission, the 
Ashrama has now got a permanent footing and 
has been progre.ssing steadily and satisfactorily. 


IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


153. Vedanta Society, San Francisco, California, 
^ 2963 Webster Street 

Shanti Ashrama, San Antone Valley 
A casual traveller often stops wonderingly at thte 
cro.ssiRg of Webster and Filbert Streets to get 
a good view of the unusual architecture of the 
building that stands impo.singIy at the corner. 
His curiosity leads his steps, under the shady 
trees behind the beautiful shrubbeiies, to the 
canopied entrance fringed with the mystic lotus 
motif, where a carved stone proclaims it as " The 
Hindu Temple." This Society was started in 


1900 under the leadership of Swami Turiyananda, 
who by his personal example inspired his 
students to a life of meditation and concentra- 
tion. The Shanti Ashrama, a Peace Retreat, in 
the solitude of picturesque San Antone Valley, 
was also his creation. The work of the Society 
was taken up in right earnest in 1902 by Swami 
Trigunatita, who gave form and unity to it and 
built the first Hindu Temple in the West, which 
still houses the Society. He was succeeded by 
Swami Prakashananda and others. The present 
incumbent Swami Ashokananda holds weekly 
meetings in the Temple auditorium and a service 
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downtown evciy Sunday, as also a study class on 
, Friday. The last Friday of every month is given 
over entirely to answering questions. The 
Swami's eloquence and his masterly ex]x)silion of 
the abstruse philosophical truths have made the 
institution very popular amongst the intelligentsia 
of the surrounding places, and have necessitated 
regular extension lectures and classes at Oakland, 
across the Bay. 

154. Ananda Ashkama, La Ckescknta, California 
(3 Illustrations) 

This lovely centre surrounded by mountains is, 
like the Shanti Ashrama, another pioneer attempt 
in America to build up the spiritual life of its 
members in the peaceful seclusion of the woods. 
Students stay here as resident members and lead 
a simple life of contemplation. The Ananda 
Ashrama offers to the students the privilege of 
living in comparative detachment from the world 
under the constant sui)ervision of a spiritual 
guide. A number of beautiful structures have 
been erected, among which is a Temple ol the 
Universal Spirit. Two services are held every 
Sunday, at which broad, non-sectarian teaching 
is given. There are also week-day classes. 
Swami Paramananda, the founder of this 
Ashrama, is also an able writer and has gathered 
round him a devoted band of workers. 

155. Vedanta Society, Hollywood, California, 

194b Iviir Avenue 

Surrounded by shady trees and beautiful flower- 
beds, the Vivekananda Horne, where the Society 
is located, offers a welcome retreat to all seekers 
of truth. As one enters the winding pathway 
leading into the chapel, one breathes an atmos- 
phere of peace and trancpiillity with which the 
entire place is charged. Swami Prabhavananda, 
the founder of this Society, conducts a service 
evciy Sunday morning at 11 o'clock and a 
children's class every other Sunday at 10-30, in 
which he teaches practical spirituality through 
simple stories and inspiring biographies. He has 
succeeded in awakening genuine enthusiasm 
amongfc-t his students for the lofty and catholic 
ideals of the Hindu religion. 


Page 

156. Vedanta Society, Providence, Rhode Island, 

224, Angcll Street ' 

The Society was originally started by Swami 
Akhilananda in a modest rented house in 1928, 
and dedicated its magnificent new building, 
donated by two American members, in 1931. On 
the walls of the spacious auditorium are painted 
the symbols of different religions as well as choice 
quotations from the sacred books of the world, 
to demonstrate artistically that " Truth is one, 
sages call it by various names." The library of 
the society has an excellent collection of books 
on India and her culture, and also a number of 
periodicals. Besides Sunday services, study 
clas.ses arc held on Tuesdays and Fridays, in 
which some standard text of Hindu philosophy, 
such as the niiafjnrntl-GIfa or one of the 
Upanishads is systematically explained. The 
Friday class is preceded by a short meditation. 
The Swami’s able exposition and catholicity of 
views have won him friends among highly cul- 
tured sections of the community. His message 
is oftpn given to groups outside his own follow- 
ing; from the platform of the Brown University 
and from the pulpits of Jewish synagogues and 
Christian churches as well as over the radio. 

157. Vedanta Society, Washington, I>. C., 

1630 R. Street, N. W. 

The nucleus of the Society in this capital of the 
United States was formed in April, 1930, by 
Swami Akhilananda. It is located in a beautiful 
rented house, where the activities of the centre, 
consisting of a Sunday service and two scripture 
classes, as in the other centres, have been con- 
ducted by Swami Vividishananda, the minister in 
charge since November, 1931. Individual in- 
struction to seekers of truth has also been a part 
of the Swami's work. He has, besides, given 
frequent talks over the radio on the Vedanta 
philosophy, and occasionally lectured, on invita- 
tion, before distinguished as.sociations, all of 
which has served to popularize the teachings of 
Vedanta among the American public. 

Vedanta Society. Chicago, Illinois, 

T20 East Delaware Place 

Swami Gnaneswarananda, the founder of the 
Society, has chosen the most historic place for 
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Vedanta work in America, for it was at Chicago i 
that Swami Vivekananda, forty-four years ago, 
took the world by storm by his memorable 
speech at the Parliament of Religions and by his 
luminous and powerful exposition of the glory 
and beauty of the universal gospel of Vedanta. 

The Society is located in an ideal neighbourhood, 
half a block from Michigan Boulevard and very 
near Lake Michigan. The spacious front room, 
artistically decorated with Indian hangings, 
pictures and other Oriental furnishings, gives a 
pleasing and peaceful impression as one etiters it. 

A number of regular general classes are held 
every week, while special courses on Hindu 
psychology, meditation, etc., are given to 
students either personally or through corres- 
pondence. By special invitation, the Swami 
speaks before university groups, cultural societies 
and religious associations, on philosophical, 
educational or cultural subjects. Some of his 
talks are broa<lcast over the radio. His admir- 
able exposition of the universal piinciples of 
Vedanta, combined with his versatile gifts draw 
an ever-increasing number of seekei-s to his dis- 
courses. 

158. Ramakrisiina-Vivekananda Centre, New York, 

200 West 57th Street 

1 • 

The centre was organized by a number of 
students and admirers of Vedanta in this premier 
city of the United States to afford greater facilities 
to the people for knowing the quintessence of 
Vedic wisdom, as Vedanta really is. A chapel 
was arranged for in May, 1933, in a centrally 
located building, and Swami Nikhilnnanda was 
invited to act as the leader of the new centre. In 
addition to his Sunday lectures on general topics, 

^ he conducts classes twice a week on standard 
Vcdantic texts. He has also opened a class on 
the liimfirl nf Sii Udimthrislimt in order to give 
the more deeply interested among his students a 
fuller '^nd more intimate knowledge of the reli- 
gious traditions and practices of India than is 
possible in formal lectures and classes. He also 
lectures very often on invitation at universities, 
clubs and cultural associations. His scholarship ^ 
and dynamic qualities have made the institution 
very popular within this short period of time. 


■9. Vedanta Society, New York, 

34 West 71st Street * , 

(The scene of the celebration of the Sri Rama- 
krishna Centenary under the auspices of the 
Society) 

The society owes its origin to the inspiring 
lectures of Swami Vivekananda, who created in 
1893 an unprecedented enthusiasm in the United 
States for Vcdantic ideals. It is located in its 
own home, half a block from the Central Park, 
and holds all its meetings in the beautifully 
decorated auditorium on the first floor, to which 
a chapel is attached. In this atmosphere of 
peace and serenity, students come and spend 
some part of their lime in silent meditation. The 
minister in charge, Swami Bodhananda, is 
invited by many churclies and cultural institu- 
tions to present the message of the universal 
philosophy of Vedanta before them. This popu- 
larity the institution has attained through the 
tireless efforts of a succession of monks headcxl by 
Swami Abhedananda. 

Vedanta Centre, Boston (Massachitsetts), 

32 Fenway 

The nucleus of this centre was laid twenty-seven 
years ago by Swami Pararnananda, who is still 
in charge of it. It is now housed in a stately 
four-storied building, with a large and attractive 
auditorium and a chapel used for meditation and 
worship by resident members and students. 
Two services on Sundays, a class in Hindu 
philosophical works on Tuesdays and a Hindu 
dinner served to the students and guests on 
Thursdays comprise the weekly programme of 
the centre. It also conducts the V'edanta 
monthly, Thr of the which has 

just celebrated its Silver Jubilee. 

The Vedanta Centre at Cohasscjt is a lovely 
retreat attached to the Boston C'entre at a distance 
of 23 miles from the city. Since its inception in 
1929 it has been giving American students of the 
Vedanta philosophy opportunitic^s to devote them- 
sedves exclusively to study and contemplation. 

60. Vedanta Society, Portland, Oregon, 

1206 N. W. 25th Avenue ^ 

The Society has its headquarters is the Vedic 
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Home, situated in a very respectable district of 
the city. It was started by Swami Prabhava- 
nanda, who was succeeded about die end of 1929 
by Swami Vividishananda, and since 1932 it is 
being conducted with great ability and success by 
Swami Devatmananda. Besides a public lecture 
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on subjects of general interest every Sunday, 
classes on the Vedanta scriptures are held every 
week. The Society also conducts a forum in 
which the students meet once a month and debate 
on various subjects under the guidance of the 
Swami. 



SKI RAMAKKISUNA 





KAMARPUKUR 


A GLIMPSE of Kamarpukur, the birthplace of Sri Rama- 
krishna, teeming with shrines, dwelling houses, groves 
and tanks, as also with pastoral scenes hallowed by the 
memory of his sweet pastimes amid the village-folk during 
his boyhood days. 













KAMAKRISHNA's I'LArK OF NATIVITY 


IMAIIES IN KAGHUVIR'S SHRINE 




CUINV.: SANKllAKi' 






JIAI.UAR-PUKUR ( tank ) 



RAMAKKISHNa's AUTOCiRAPH 
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[UIHAY's IIOIJSK 



I.AI.HANDH ( TANK ) AT VISIINUI'UK 


JAYRAMBATI AND THE HOLY MOTHER 
Heke are presented pictures of some of the places asso- 
ciated with the sacred life of the Holy Mother, which give 
an idea of the placid beauty of tlie rural surroundings in 
the midst of which she was born and brought up to become 
the living embodiment of womanhood and spirituality that 
she was. 
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MATKI-AIANDIR AT HOLY MOTHER'S »'LACE OF NATIVITV 
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MOLY MOTHKR’s l ATl-R KKSlDI-NfK 




IN CALCUTTA AND DAKSHINESWAR 
The temple-garden of Dakshineswar, representing a 
beautiful synthesis of the principal cults of Hinduism, goes 
down to history as the immortal scene of Sri Ramakrishna’s 
practice of different forms of religion and his spiritual 
realizations culminating in the harmony of faiths. It was 
here that many outstanding personalities of the time 
belonging to various walks of life and persuasions sat at his 
feet and received inspiration from his divine love and 
spiritual ministration. 
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SlI K Ol'- UXMAKUIMINA's Hl-SiniiXC li 


Sil'K OK HAMKUMAR's TOI. AT JHAMAPUKUK 


KALI I'hMl'LE AT THANTHANIA 



KAJA OIOAMUAK MUKA’S llOt’hh AT JlIAMAKLiKlJM 



V 




AKl'I-N I KOM THK fi.VNi.KS 




lUKSHINKSWAK I KMPr.li-CARDKN UATE 



KTI III 


4 ^* 
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VIKW (il- MHAVATARINl AND KADIIAKANIA IliMlM.I-.S AND NA'IMANPIR 





!'.!IAVATAK1N£ ( KALI ) 





UAIIIIAKANTA 




VlliW OF THK eOUKTVARD 
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biv \ IKMIM.KS 



NAllAUAT 
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INSIHK gi- RAMAKRISIIN'A’S ROD.M 
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TANtHAVATl 



15AEL TREE 
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SALIIIAN-Kl) riR 



RAMLALA 





MArilllKANATIl UlSWAS 


ON 1>ILGKIMA(',E 

The rir.(;KiMA(;£ of Sri Ramakrishna is instinct with deep 
spiritual significance;. The holy places he visited idways 
called up before his mind a world of divine associations 
and plunged him into an ocean of ecstatic joy. The vision 
of Viswaiiath and Annapurna at the Manikarnika (ihat of 
the golden city of Benares, of Baby Krishna at the Dhruva 
(ihat in Brindaban and similar other experiences form an 
edifying chapter in the life of this (iod-intoxicated saint of 
Dak.shincswar. 
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VISWANATII TliMl'LIi, UliNARIiS 


MAMKAKNIKA tjllAT, UbNAKUb 
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DUKUVA (;hat at bkindaban 


PLACES VISITED 

At the close of his sadhana Sri Ramakrishna 's ilhimiiicd 
soul became seized with a burning compassion for persons 
sunk in the abyss of ignorance, and beat with every throb 
of all aching hearts. He felt an inner urge to give out his 
whole being unto the world in the fullness of love and 
visited numerous places, and persons with whom he shared 
the wealth of his spiritual experiences. 
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LILY cottage ( KESllAU CHANDRA SEN's HOUSE ) 
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AllllAKAN IIRAIIMO SAMAJ 
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THIi l AMOllS HANYAX TRKE OF PANIIIATT 


MANl SKN's 1>AKU)IIK AT |•A^’I^ATI 
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RAtJlIAV PANUn'S HOUSI- AT PANIHATI 



iiAMAOlIl ( BURIAL BLACK ) 01‘ RAOIJAV PANDIT AT PANIHATI 
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( IIAITANVA SAHKA AT CfH.OOTOI.A 




^ JMll - - 


DAS GADADHAR's I'LACK OF SADHAN'A (I'ATHHARl) AT ARIADAllA 



SAMADHi (BURIAL PLACE) OF DAS GAUADHAH AT ARIAOAUA 


C. M. S- CHURCH 
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SAMLfHU MALLIK's CJARDKN IIOIISK AT Af.AMliA/AR 


AllllAK SI:n's IIUUSR AT HKMATOLA STKKI-. I 









MAIXINNA ANIl Till-, rilll.ll 


ISWAK VlIiY \ sai;au 


iKirsi-; A I i(\iii:uit\(.A\ 






S i.I<\\nMC)l III- K's HIHTSK AT SIMI.A 
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<JF Al.llOiniANl Ul-.VI IN (lUVINDA l)UTTA^S TI.Ml'r.K-UAKUliN 



IKMIM.K IN OOVINHA IiUTIA’s TI.Ml'IK (iAKIiFN A I KAMAKIIA’II 


rAUMJl.K IN (lOVINDA DUITA’s TKMl'M-XlAKnKN AT KAMARIIATI 





MAI I si:m/s .Mill- (tank) at m:i.»JHAki<iA 



^.Iklsll < 1IANHKA J.lliisl-.’s IKUSK AT l'.A( ; I IMA/ Alt 
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UAMAKRISIIXA TliMl'Li; AT KAKUKGAtTlIll VOCiODYAN 



IN THE COMl’ANY OF DEVOTEES AND SCHOLARS 


Here ark given pictures of some distinguished jx'rsons and 
devotees (both men and women) who came in close contact 
with the magnetic personality of Sri Ramakrishna and 
drank at the fountain of his illuminating spiritual dis- 


courses. 



















kam ( iiamjka datta 


MTVAt.OI-AI. l^WA.MI JNAN A.\ \.\' -A AIlAUMl IAj 


IH.Vl-.MiKA NAI U M \.II MIjAK 





S.VMimil ( IIAUAN MIH.I.IK 


I'UKNA niANDRA C.IIOSli 



SUKKNDUA NATH MN KA 



M.MIKNDUA NATH <;U1*TA (M.) 


t^AT.AKAM HOSIi 



IIOLV MOTHKK 





DI.AI* M.\ 


LAKSIIMIMAM UKV; 


jOfJIN \\\ 









THE APOSTLES 

Thk galaxy of young disciples who were traiisfonned into 
mighty spiritual figures by the magic touch of Sri Raina- 
krishna and spread his message of universal love and har- 
mony by embracing the life of renunciation and service. 



















TOWARDS THE END 

The scenes that arc* still vibrant with the inspiring utter- 
ances and gracious acts of the Master, and where, during th(? 
closing ix?riod of his life, Narendranath and his broth(;r- 
disciples wcix^ knit into a spiritual fraternity by tlu? golden 
tics of his divine life and ethereal love and their devotion 
to their beloved Master. 
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THE RAMAKRISHNA ORDER 

The scenes where, after the passing away of the Master, 
his young discij)les banded themselves together and laid the 
foundation of the Ramakrishna Order, and where they 
buried themselves in spiritual practices in their mad quest 
after Truth. 

Here is also presented a lovely picture of the Headquarters 
of the Ramakrishna Math and Mission at B(‘liir — the powcT- 
house of all the religio-social activities undertaken by the 
Order for self-illumination through the service of humanity 
in a spirit of Divine worship. 

The Ramakrishna Order came into being under the stress 
of an inner urge to visualize the Supreme Reality by 
developing a high degree of introspection, through 
spiritual discipline and worshipful service of humanity. 
The cloistered monasticism of old, which was conci'rnc'd 
primarily with i)ersonal liberation, received a ni‘w orienta- 
tion at the hands of the heroic band of sannyasins who 
had .sat at the feet of Sri Ramakri.shna. It was not 
allowed to remain an institution cut off altogether from the* 
happiness and sorrow, the hojx's and aspirations, of the* 
peopU* at large, but was brought into the full blaze of the 
workaday world to function as an instrum(‘nt of liberation, 
lK)th individual and collective. Thus the Ramakrishna 
Math and Mission represents a synthcrtic id(\'il of reiiuiK ia- 
tion and .siTvicc, which not only emphasizes a course of 
strict moral discipline, contemplation and study, but also 
a life of self -dedication at the altar of humanity ff)r the 
attainment of the highest goal of human existence. 
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M.\UN'Ai,iiU|. MAl’II 



AI..\MHA/\I< M\lll 
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MAUI vr Nii AMinu mi.’kici- kjm/s iioiisi:, hKi.uk 






UKATIM ANANDA TKM PLE 


VIVEKANANDA lEMPLE 
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A VIEW OF THE MONASTERY AND SiHRINE 
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HM.I'K MATH MAIN lJmLI)lS(i 
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INSIDK VIhW «I|- Tin-: SIIKINK 
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RAMAKUlbilNA TLMI'LK AT I lili IJKLUK MATH (AS IT WOHI.IJ LOOK I ROM Tllli GANOiiS AI TKK c ONsTkUt MON) 



MISSION ( KNTRKS OF OKNERAL SERVIC E 
Tnii WOWKS undiTtakfii by lliu Rainakrisbna Mission in 
conjunction with the public for the fuHihiK'nt ol tlie two- 
fold aim of self-realization and service of humanity are 
principally classified undca* three heads, viz. missionary, 
educational and philanthroi)ic or charitable, and Iht're is a 
iK'twork of institutions in and outside India to carry out 
the above twofold aim with efficiency under tlu* watchful 
guidance of the monastic members of the Ortler. 

TniiSE INSTITUTIONS are centre's of f^H'neral service, throuf^h 
tlu^ medium of which the Mission tries to mitigate* the 
suffering of humanity, looking npe)n all, irn-speetive e)f 
caste, creed or cedonr, as veritable manifeslations e)f the* 
Divine, and there'by sets the noble* e‘xa tuple of ht)w we)rk 
can be tiansformixl into worship and bring about se*lf- 
illumination as well as welfare of tlu* world at large. 
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R.VV.' KKI>1-;N \ MI^SK)^■ HriMK 
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RAMAKRISHNA MISSION SEVAsHRAMA, RANGOON 
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KAMAKKISIIN \ MISSION S KV ASllKAM A, KANKJIAL 



■ AMAIvUIsilNA MISSION SliVASURAMA, MIDNArORK 
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KAMAKKIMINA MISSION SI.VAsIlK NMA. I.ITKNOW 


MISSION ( ENTRKS MAINLY EDUCATIONAL 


The aim of true oducation is to manifest the jXTfection 
already in man, and these* t*dncational institutions have 
undertaken in their hurnbkr way to give an all-round train- 
ing to the people so as to bring into play their potentialities 
of head and heart and thereby make them useful members 
of the society. Due attention is paid to the harmonious 
growth and unfoldment of the threefold personality — 
physical, intellectual and moral of man as also to the 
d<ivelopment of a spirit of self-reliance and self-sacrilicc*, 
and of sturdy manhood in order to cope with the manifold 
l^roblems of daily life. 
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RAMAKRISIINA MISMOX ASIIKAMA, .SAkC.AlHIll. M UKS 1 1 1 DAItAI) 



ANOIMKK VIKW OK 1 liK SAKfiAi ilill ASIIKAMA WITH WORKKKS AND ORPHANS 
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RAMAKRISIINA MISSION VIDYAI.AYA. l•KKIA^’AIK^:Sl^^r.AYAM (idIMIUrORK) 



RAMAKRISllNA MISSION AsHRAMA, I’A TNA 
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KAMAKKISMNA MISSION SO(IITV, RANGOON (l.IhlMU^) 



U* \M \KNImIINA MISSHIN SOlIMV, UA\.;i>ON (UI.M)IM; UOOM) 


KAMAKKISIINA MlhSlUN, HAKISAI. 



VIVI-.K WANHA ^>(KIK1V, JAMSllKDl’L'R 








COMBINED MATH AND MISSION ( KNTRES 
Here we find a harmonious working of Iht* twin idrals of 
the Math and Mission in a single institution. There is 
siifikient scope for intense spiritual practices as also for 
service, and the two types of activity, insU^ad ol being 
self-contradictory, complement each other and then'by 
enrich the spiritual life of the dtHlicat(*d souls. 
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KAMAKKISIINA MIssKjN ASIIMAMA, FUlMUAV 



Sli:|ilMs’ mi.MK iiK mi, lUiMHAY ASHRAMA 
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RVMAKRISIINA MATH AND MTSSTON, HAf’CA 



KAMAKkiSHNA TKMI'LK, HAt i A AIAJIJ 








kamakrisiina skva samhv, karimcanj 
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^:.\KRISHNA ASHRAMA AND MISSION SI.V ASHRAM A, MJNARf'.AON IIJALCA) r. r. MISSION ASHRAMA, BALIATI (DACCA) 
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SAM ^Kkl.'IINA MAFil AM> BANKI KA 
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KAMAK WIsllNA ASIIKAMA AM) MISSIUN SKV ASM KAMA, lAMl.UK (MIDNArOKI.) 



KAM AKKISIINA ASilUAMA ANMI MISSION Sl-.VASUK \M A. (.ONIAI 






KAMAKICIMINA MISSION AsHKAMA, KATIMAK 



KAMVKKISIINA MISSION \SIIKAMA. M VMKNsINc.ll 
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K.VMVKkIsllNA AslIkA.MA AM) MISsIuN S1£VA SAMllY. HAIilCiANJ 


MATH CENTRES 

These centres provide ample opportunities to the monastic 
members for leading a life of exclusive meditation and 
study. Worship, scriptural classes and other occupations 
of a purely intellectual and religious nature form part of 
the daily routine of these monasteries. Such a regulated 
and disciplined life, led in an atmosphere of peace and 
holiness, serves to help the aspirants to develop a well- 
balanced character and an introspective habit, and enables 
them to march steadily on the path of s])irituality for the 
realization of the Truth. 









KA.\f \KUIMINA MAUI, H ViliHA/ \K, CAI.II' ITA 



\M VKUIMIN.' ADVANA AhllKA.MA, HI.NAKKh 





VlVtKANANDA AbHRAMA, SHVAMALA TAL (ALMORA) 
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K\MAKU1SIINA A.SllRAMA, HANO ALuKK 



kAMAKRlSIlXA ASHRAM A, MYbOKR 
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KAMAKRISIINA MATH, I'l'UI 



RAM\KKISMNA ASIIKAMA. NAi.l'l'U 










S.VK.VI»AS|IM \M \. 1 |( (HiK(i) 



UXMAKKIMINA ASMKWIA. KXIKOI ( K A T 1 1 1 \\V \ K ) 
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KA.MAKRIMINA KUlIR, AI.MORA 



RAMAKklSIlNA AbHKAMA, I MANDIRl^'R (MlDNAPUREj 



r OK filKLS KAMAKRISHXA ^H RI KI L : INDl^^TRIAL SZCTK)N FOR BOV 
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MAM MsUInJINA ASUKAMA, KIMIKMTM (DKIIMA DUN) 
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K WlAKKIMIN \ N>IIU\M\. 1\IINI»I (l\KIIH‘IK) 



I<\MAKKI.sH\ \ si- \ AsIIK \M \. s||.( ||\K 





CHERRAITXJI H. StHtJOI.. KHASSIA lV JAINTIA hlLl.S. ASSA.V i*HVs;tAL ;^RII.I. (H- THE KHAsSIA AND JAIXTIA BOYh 





CENTRES OUTSIDE INDIA 

1'hk estahi.isiimknt and steady expansion of the Vedanl;j 
centres outside India unmistakably show that the cardinal 
truths of Hindu philosophy, the rei)ository of the inystii' 
wisdom of the Indian sages, are ministering to the spiritual 
needs of humanity and an; receiving increasing attention 
from the intellectual leaders of the; Western world. The 
materialistic civilization of the modern age with all its atro- 
cities and tragedies has provi'd its inability to sati-fy the 
demands of man’s intellect and emotions, and it is but 
natural that the profound teaching of the Vedanta with its 
keynote of th(‘ divinity of man, universal pe.ua* and har- 
mony, will meet with a cordial welionu* from the thirsty 
souls bi‘yond the seas. 
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KAMAKKISIIW MISSUiX XMIKAMA. lOl.DMIln. 
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KAMAKKI<HNA MI>.SU>N AsMKA.MA. TKI.\( ( i.VALIJ; 



lAMi;, KAKAlIVr 









CORNER OF TH: 
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VLDANIA J»()tlKTV, l■kl A'lDI-.Xl'i:, IJ. b. A. 
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